
 

 

Part 5: Shepherd 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

 
Intro Video = “Names of God 2019 Promo” (0:36) 

 
(Cahill Kids Sheep pic) Pic from May 2018 = Cahill kids visited some sheep in a 
pasture. Watch what happens when they try to get close to the sheep and then 
begin to chase them (Narrated by John Penney). (Play Cahill Kids Sheep vid). 
They don’t know us or our voices. Whose do they know? Their shepherd! 
 
John 10:3 = “The sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out.” (NLT) 

 
Welcome to the final and most intimate name of God in this series… 
 
(Part 5 pic) Read from Illustrated Guide to God book = “David wrote this psalm 
in his latter years as he reflected on the Lord and how He had led him 
throughout his life. Like a shepherd who leads his sheep to green pastures and 
peaceful streams for food and water, the Lord has supplied David’s needs. From 
his humble beginnings as a shepherd boy to the throne of Israel, God had 
walked with David and blessed him with more than he deserved. David was 
confident that he would continue to sustain him, even as he walks ‘through the 
valley of the shadow of death’ (Psalm 23:4). Like David, all of us need a divine 
shepherd, who will guide us throughout this life and beyond.” (The Illustrated 
Guide to God, 362) 
 

Psalm 23:1 = “The Lord is my shepherd; 
    I have all that I need.” (NLT) 

 
 

I. The Shepherd And His Sheep 
a. Knowing His Voice 

i. God was the “Shepherd” all throughout the Old 
Testament (a familiar illustration for these people) 

ii. Psalm 78:52 = “But he brought his people out like a 
flock; he led them like sheep through the 
wilderness.” (NIV) 

iii. Psalm 100:3 = “Know that the Lord is God. It is he 
who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture.” (NIV) 

iv. Isaiah 40:11 = “He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have 
young.” (NIV) 

v. Then comes Jesus in the New Testament and He 
makes this personal statement: 

vi. John 10:11 = “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.” (NLT) 

vii. This about this dynamic for us tonight! 
 
Jesus compares His followers to sheep and identifies Himself as the Shepherd 
who leads His flock… Sheep = helpless animals, no natural defenses against 
predators, wander from the flock and find themselves in danger, must be 
watched constantly, need to be led to find their source of food and water… they 
need a vigilant leader – a shepherd – to provide all these resources. “Jesus is 
more than just another shepherd… He is the Good Shepherd”… has a personal 
interest in His sheep… (The Names of God, 117-118) 
 
If you have your Bible, let’s look closer at John 10 (Jesus, our Good Shepherd)  
 

b. Following His Voice 
i. “He knows His sheep personally and calls them by 

name (John 10:3).  
ii. He doesn’t drive His sheep; He guides them by 

showing the way (John 10:4).  
iii. He is the door of the sheepfold that offers shelter 

and safety for His sheep (John 10:9).  
iv. Unlike hired shepherds, He is willing to put His own 

life on the line for His sheep (John 10:13-15).”  
v. Talk about a personal Savior (Shepherd) 
vi. BTW, other names for Jesus include the Chief 

Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4), Door of the Sheep (John 
10:7), Great Shepherd of the Sheep (Hebrews 
13:20), Shepherd of Your Souls (1 Peter 2:25). 

 
II. The Shepherd And His Shepherds 

a. Why To The Shepherds? 
i. Jesus being the Good Shepherd makes sense to me. 

Us being the sheep (dumb and wayward) makes 



 

sense to me. Knowing the Shepherd’s voice and 
following this Shepherd makes sense to me. 

ii. One thing doesn’t make sense to me… 
iii. Why would the Savior of the world choose to reveal 

Himself (His birth) first to shepherds? The lowliest of 
hired hands, these dirty and ordinary guys? Why? 

iv. Let’s look ahead to the Christmas story for a moment 
and put ourselves in the sandals of a shepherd: 

 
Video = “The Christmas Dilemma Shepherd” (Skit Guys Studios, 3:37) 

 
v. Why? Because He came for everyone (even you)! 
vi. Listen with fresh ears to this Christmas story.. 

 

Luke 2:8-18 = “That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, 
guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared 
among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were 
terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And 
you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips 
of cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of 
others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in 
highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 15 
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. 
And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the 
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to 
them about this child. 18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished…” 
 

vii. Just like the shepherds that night, we too have a job 
(as ordinary, average, unworthy people) to tell 
others about this “good news” (best news ever)! 

1. We are called to be shepherds as well 
b. Who Are We Shepherding? 

i. You may not see yourself as a leader, but this Good 
Shepherd lives inside of you and is calling you to 
shepherd others. 

ii. Who are the “sheep” around you? The lost, the 
wandering, the hungry, the lonely, who need to be 
led to the Good Shepherd. 

iii. Think of at least three people around you who need 
to be led back to Jesus, list their names on your 
handout (and pray that God would use you to 
shepherd these sheep). 

iv. Think about a shepherd’s staff (hold staff) = 
sometimes you guide, sometimes you save, and 

sometimes you correct (lovingly)! 
 

(Sheep on cliff pic) “Dr. Andrew Bonar told me how, in 
the Highlands of Scotland, a sheep would often 
wander off into the rocks and get into places that they 
couldn't get out of. The grass on these mountains is 
very sweet and the sheep like it, and they will jump 
down ten or twelve feet, and then they can't jump 
back again, and the shepherd hears them bleating in distress. They may be 
there for days, until they have eaten all the grass. The shepherd will wait until 
they are so faint they cannot stand, and then they will put a rope around him, 
and he will go over and pull that sheep up out of the jaws of death. "Why don't 

they go down there when the sheep first gets there?" I asked. "Ah!" He said, 
"they are so very foolish they would dash right over the precipice and be killed if 
they did!" And that is the way with men; they won't go back to God till they 
have no friends and have lost everything. If you are a wanderer I tell you that 
the Good Shepherd will bring you back the moment you have given up trying to 
save yourself and are willing to let Him save you His own way.” (Moody's 
Anecdotes, pp. 70-71) 

 
(Title pic) God has many different names but He is one God. He has 

many various character traits, but He has one purpose… to love you 
and bring you back into His flock (no matter how far you wander). 
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FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 
 

Date: Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
 

Read: Psalm 23:1 = “The Lord is my shepherd; 

    I have all that I need.” (NLT) 
 

Review: The fifth and final name of God we will look at in this series is 
“Shepherd”. We will investigate the connection between David (the 

author of the famous “Shepherd Psalm”) and our Good Shepherd, Jesus. 
 

React: When thinking about the relationship between the sheep and 
the shepherd, how does that characterize your relationship with God? 

Who might God be calling you to “shepherd” better in your life? 
 



 

 

Part 5: Shepherd 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

 

 
Psalm 23:1 = “The Lord is my shepherd; 

    I have all that I need.” (NLT) 
 

 
I. The Shepherd And His ___________________ 

 

 
a. _____________________ His Voice 

 

• Psalm 78:52, Psalm 100:3, Isaiah 40:11 
 
 

• John 10:11 = “I am the good shepherd. The good  
 
shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.” (NLT) 

 
• “Jesus is more than just another shepherd… He is 

 
the Good Shepherd.” 

 
 

 
b. _____________________________ His Voice 

 
• He knows His sheep ________________________  

 
and calls them by name (John 10:3). 

• He doesn’t __________________ His sheep; He 
 

guides them by _____________________ the way  
 
(John 10:4). 
 

• He is the door of the sheepfold that offers  
 
___________________ and ________________ for  
 
His sheep (John 10:9).  
 

• Unlike hired shepherds, He is willing to put His own  
 

___________ on the ____________ for His sheep  
 
(John 10:13-15). 
 
 

 
II. The Shepherd And His __________________________ 

 

a. __________ To The Shepherds? 

 

• One thing doesn’t make sense… 
 
 

Video = “The Christmas Dilemma Shepherd” (Skit Guys Studios, 3:37) 
 
 

• Luke 2:8-18 
 

 
 

b. Who Are We _____________________________? 

 

• Who is God laying on your heart? _______________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Many names, one God; 

many character traits, one purpose! 
 

Welcome back to the flock.



 

 

Part 4: Redeemer 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

 
Intro Video = “Names of God 2019 Promo” (0:36) 

 
(Winston Churchill pic) A gathering of friends at an English estate nearly turned 
to tragedy when one of the children strayed into deep water. The gardener 
heard the cries for help, plunged in, and rescued the drowning child. That 
youngster's name was Winston Churchill. His grateful parents asked the 
gardener what they could do to reward him. He hesitated, then said, "I wish my 
son could go to college someday and become a doctor." "We'll see to it," 
Churchill's parents promised.   

Years later, while Sir Winston was prime minister of England, he was 
stricken with pneumonia. The country's best physician was summoned. His 
name was Dr. Alexander Fleming, the man who discovered and developed 
penicillin. He was also the son of that gardener who had saved young Winston 
from drowning. Later Churchill remarked, "Rarely has one man owed his life 
twice to the same person."  (Ron Hutchcraft, Wake Up Calls, Moody, 1990, 22) 
 
(Part 4 pic) You and I owe our lives twice to one Man, and His name is Jesus. 
Not only were we created by God, but we have been saved, redeemed by Him, 
through Jesus. This is the next name of God we will look at in this series. What 
does the word “Redeemer” mean to you? 
 

I. What Is Redemption? 
a. Understanding The Redeemed 

i. Let’s begin with defining this concept 
ii. What does the word or idea of to “redeem” mean to 

you? Define it. (Students share, write it out) 
iii. What is God’s definition of to be “redeemed”? 

1. Write is down = “You are mine” 

iv. Refund label pic = Think about a soda bottle or glass 
bottle… it can be “redeemed” (bought back, 

recycled) for cash in some states 
1. We have been bought back! 

v. To understand this idea, we need to dig back into 
the Old Testament days of the Bible 

b. Understanding A Redeemer 
i. Names of God book = reflection of OT concept of 

“kinsman redeemer” 
 
“In the close-knit families and clans of the Bible times, the nearest relative of a 
family member in trouble was expected to come to that person’s rescue. For 
example, if a person lost his property as a debtor, his kinsman redeemer was 
responsible for buying back the property and restoring it to his family member.” 

(Names of God, 56-57) 
 

ii. Ruth 4:1-11 = Book of Ruth = Boaz, a kinsman 
redeemer pf Naomi’s decreased husband bought 
back property and restored it to Naomi 

iii. Job 19:25 = From out of his suffering he declares, 
“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and he will stand upon the earth at last.” (Job 
19:25, NLT) 

iv. Isaiah 54:8 declares God the ultimate Redeemer who 
will come rescue His people… 

 
Isaiah 54:8 = “’In a burst of anger I turned my face away for a little while. 

But with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,’ says the Lord, 
your Redeemer.” (NLT) 

 
No trouble we experience is so deep that it beyond His reach (this name is also 
in Isaiah 49:7, refers to the Lord as “the Redeemer of Israel”) 

 
II. Who Is Redemption? 

a. Meeting The Redeemer 
i. “Our Redeemer, whose name is the Lord of Heaven’s 

Armies, is the Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 47:4, NLT) 
ii. Have you met Him? His name is Redeemer, but He is 

also over the armies of all Heaven (fights for you) 
and the Holy One (purifies you)! 

iii. How I met the redeemer… my Red Letter Challenge 
video from last month: 

 
Video = “Red Letter Challenge Video” (Justin Worden, 3:00) 

 
iv. Will you take the Red Letter Challenge? Make a 

video, share your story, know your Redeemer. 



 

b. Experiencing The Redeemer 
i. Not only can we know Him personally (thanks to 

Jesus Christ, God in the flesh), we can daily 
experience Him! 

ii. “’The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem to buy back 
those in Israel who have turned from their sins,’ 
says the Lord.” (Isaiah 59:20, NLT) 

iii. We have been bought back… from the old self, the 
old habits, the old us! Don’t go back! 

iv. Keep growing in Him = what is our vision and 
mission as a student ministry. Anyone know the 
three words we want to define us? (Students 
share) = Worship, Grow, Serve. 

v. Make it personal = write it down for a minute: 

a. How are you worshipping God? 
b. How are your growing in God? 
c. How are you serving God? (Handout) 

vi. You are worth SO much to Him! 
 

(San Fran Shops pic) San Francisco is home to hundreds of little stores 
that sell both worthless junk and valuable antiques. Savvy shoppers can find 
some real treasures among all the debris. 

One day an antique connoisseur walked into one of these stores. 
Browsing the items for sale, he came across an unremarkable cat drinking milk 
from a saucer on the floor. The man immediately recognized this saucer as 
genuine Ming Dynasty, worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. And here it was 
on the floor, with a cat drinking milk out of it! The shop owner obviously did not 
know its worth. 

Immediately, the man started scheming how to get it for cheap, 
without the shopkeeper knowing what he was selling. He turned to the 
shopkeeper and said, “You know, that’s a very striking cat you have there. I’d 
really like to buy your cat.” 

“Well,” answered the shopkeeper, “the cat is not really for sale.” 
“I insist,” the man replied. “Would you take $100 for the cat?” 
“That’s very generous,” said the shopkeeper with a shake of his head. 

“I don’t think this cat is worth $100, but if you want the cat that badly, you can 
have it.” 

The man paid for the cat and then, as if he’d just thought of it, said, 
“Oh, one more thing. I’m going to need something to use as a feeding dish for 
the cat, so I’ll give you another $5 for that little saucer there on the floor.” 

“Oh, I could never do that,” said the shopkeeper. “You see, that’s no 
ordinary saucer. That’s a piece of rare china from the Ming Dynasty and its 
worth is incalculable. But amazingly enough, ever since I started feeding my 
cats out of it, I’ve sold 12 cats.”  

That shopkeeper degraded something of great value to upgrade the 
worth of his cats. God also used something of great value to redeem us and to 
give us life—Christ, who was degraded on the cross so that we could be 

upgraded to eternal life. As a result, we have become priceless treasures. (Hot 
Illustrations 1.0, The Saucer) 

 
c. Sharing The Redeemer 

i. Luke 1:68 = “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has visited and redeemed his people.”  
(NLT) 

ii. Get this: the God of the Universe stepped out of 
Heaven to visit and redeem you personally! Wow! 
What are you going to do about it? Know anyone 
else that needs to be redeemed? Share it! 

a. Share your story. 
b. Share your love. 
c. Share your burdens (accountability). 

iii. Redemption was meant to be shared… 
 

(Title pic) Next week (conclusion) = We can be so dumb but He is still 
awesome, we are the sheep and He is our great “Shepherd”. 
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FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 
 

Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
 

Read: Isaiah 54:8 = “’In a burst of anger I turned my face away for a 
little while. But with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,’ 

says the Lord, your Redeemer.” (NLT) 

 
Review: The next name of God we will explore is a popular one, 

“Redeemer”. What does it mean to be redeemed and how has Jesus 
done that for us? We will find out tonight! 

 

React: Do you have any friends or family who need to experience the 

redemption of Jesus? Name them tonight and give ideas on how you 
can help make that happen. We all need this Redeemer. 

 
 



 

 

Part 4: Redeemer 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

 

 
I. What Is ________________________________? 

 

 
a. Understanding The _______________________ 

 

• Your definition of redeemed: ___________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

• God’s definition of redeemed: __________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 

 
 

b. Understanding A ______________________ 

 
• Ruth 4:1-11 

 

• Job 19:25 
 
 

Isaiah 54:8 = “’In a burst of anger I turned my face away for a little while. 
But with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,’ says the Lord, 

your Redeemer.” (NLT) 
 

 
• Isaiah 49:7 (“The Redeemer of Israel”) 

II. ___________ Is Redemption? 

 

a. ___________________ The Redeemer 

 

• Isaiah 47:4 
 
 

Video = “Red Letter Challenge Video” (Justin Worden, 3:00) 
 

 
 

 

b. ______________________ The Redeemer 

 

• Isaiah 59:20 
 

• Our mission: 
 

• _______________ - ___________ - _____________ 
 

• How are you worshipping God? _________________ 
 

• ___________________________________________ 
 

• How are you growing in God? __________________ 
 

• ___________________________________________ 
 

• How are you serving God & others? ______________ 
 

• ___________________________________________ 
 

 
c. ___________________ The Redeemer 

 

• Luke 1:68 
 
 

 

 

 
What’s Next? 

 

“Shepherd”



 

 

Part 3: Jehovah-nissi 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, November 6, 2019 

 
Intro Video = “Names of God 2019 Promo” (0:36) 

 
(Title pic) We gonna speak another language tonight, as we drop into part 3 of 
our study of the many names and amazing character traits of our amazing God. 
 
(Session 3 pic) Who thinks they can pronounce this name of God? Let’s all say it 
together. (Students participate). Other variations: Jehovah (The Lord, I Am Who 
I Am, YHWH), Jehovah-Jireh (The Lord Will Provide), and Jehovah-Shalom (The 
Lord Is Peace). 

 
Names of God book = “Moses gave this name to an altar that he built in the 
wilderness near Rephidim. The altar memorialized an Israelite victory over the 
Amalekites because of God’s miraculous intervention on their behalf. Most 
modern translations render these two Hebrew words as The Lord Is My Banner.” 
(The Names of God, 40) 
 
Turn in your Bibles to this passage and let’s read it together… 
 

Exodus 17:15 = “And Moses built an altar, 
and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi.” (AKJV) 

 
What does your translation of the Bible say? (Yahweh, Jehovah, Banner, etc) 

 
I. The Battle Is Real 

a. The Banner Over Us 
i. Bible times = armies fought under a banner or battle 

flag that identified their tribe/nation! 
ii. “Jehovah-nissi was Moses’ way of saying that the 

Israelites in the wilderness did not need such a flag. 
The Lord was the banner under which they fought, 

and He had given the victory” (The Names of God, 
40-41). Example = Roman army pic (banner) 

iii. Looking forward = the book of Isaiah talks about the 
coming Messiah, who is described as an Ensign 
(battle flag).  

1. Isaiah 11:10 = “In that day the heir to 
David’s throne will be a banner of salvation 
to all the world. The nations will rally to 
him, and the land where he lives will be a 
glorious place.’ (NLT) 

2. Rally to Him? What’s that mean? 
3. What’s a pep rally for? (Students share) 
4. We are to rally with Jesus to prepare for the 

battles we will face… 

b. The War Around Us 
i. “Warrior / warfare” theme all throughout the Bible 

(from the beginning of time with Satan vs. God, all 
throughout the OT with battles between nations, 
the Lord will fight for us, in the NT with Jesus 
winning the battle against sin for us, and at the 
end of the Bible [Revelation] with all the battles 
and symbolism. 

ii. Joshua 23:10 = “The Lord your God fights for you, 
just as he has promised.” (NLT) 

iii. Online class = last week, about warrior metaphors 
within our worship service (10/13/19): 

 
• Baptism = As two young ladies were baptized by me to begin our 
service, I made reference to them representing how they were once “dead in 
sin” and how Jesus “raised” them up so they could now live “free” in Him. After 
their baptism they received a standing ovation, which reminded me of an army 
of God standing with them. I closed this time in prayer and made reference to 
the fact that now “nothing can snatch them” from God’s mighty hand. Amen! 
• Worship Songs (“More About Jesus” and “There Is Power In The 
Blood”) = The lyrics of these two songs that stuck out to me included: Jesus 
“saving” us, how He “died for me”, how He is on “His throne”, and how He is 
the “Prince of Peace”. These songs also spoke of “serving Jesus your King”, how 
we have “victory” over evil, and how we have “freedom”. These were almost 
like a battle cry because the war was won through the cross of Christ! 
• Welcome/Prayer = Next, our Pastor got up to welcome everyone 
and make a few opening announcements, which referenced the “power in His 
name”, the “peace” we have in God, and how we have “come together” as a 
“united” army that did “stand together” this day! 
• Worship Songs (“Holy, Holy, Holy [Savior King]” and “It Is Well With 
My Soul”) = These songs spoke about God being “mighty” and about how He 
will “reign eternally”, as well as how the “blood” has “redeemed” us and He is 
the “soon returning King”. They also spoke about “peace”, how our “sin” was 



 

“nailed to the Cross”, and how we are asking the Lord to “haste the day” when 
that “trump resounds” as He returns to win the ultimate battle on earth. 

• Offertory Prayer = Again, I had another opportunity to participate in 
the service by praying at this point, to which I included how we can often be 
“battle torn” from the “warfare” of life and how “we have the victory” no matter 
how “hurting”, “overwhelmed”, or “full of anxiety” we may feel. I probably 
included these phrases in my prayer because I was subconsciously focusing on 
the warfare metaphors within this particular service. 
• Special Music (“Red Letters”) = This final worship song, sung by our 
Pastor and the worship team, included lyrics such as “dead heart”, “prison 
walls”, “free man”, and the “ground began to shake”. All great references to the 
battle of good and evil waging all around us. 
• Message (The Red Letter Challenge, Part 6) = As our Pastor 
concluded this series about living  the words of Jesus (the red letters in our 

Bibles), he spoke today about “Going”. Many words and Scripture references 
lead me back to the idea of warfare. They included: “Christ will suffer” (from 
Luke 24:45), “power” (from Acts 1:8), the “command to go” (like the general of 
an army would give), asking the question “why am I called?”, and a discussion 
about how “hell is real” and references to its “unquenchable fire”. The phrase 
stuck out “God doesn’t want anyone to perish” (from 2 Peter 3:9). Further on in 
this message, we learned about the “new purpose and new hope” we have in 
Jesus, how this is a message of “reconciliation”, and about how we are 
“ambassadors” (2 Corinthians 5) who are called to “snatch others from the 
flames” (Jude). Some of Pastor’s closing comments included how we may be a 
“small church but we want to have a global impact”. 
• Prayer/Decision Time/Closing = One final reference to this warfare 
was made in the closing comments and decision time to conclude the service. 
Pastor’s final prayer of the day referred to how we have “nothing to fear” 
because God holds us tightly in His hand. What a comfort! Amen! 
 
There is a battle raging all around us, we just need to pay attention. Now that 
we know we are in this battle, what’s the best way to win it? (Students share 
ideas) = surrender! 
 

II. Surrender Is Necessary 
a. The Best Way To Win The War… 

i. If we really believe the Devil is real and he is trying 
to “steal, kill, and destroy” our lives (John 10:10), we 
need to be fighting against him regularly. Why do we 
forget this battle is raging around us? Maybe 
because we just cannot see it. It’s not really a flesh 
and blood battle… 

ii. Ephesians 6:12 = “For we are not fighting against 
flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty 
powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in 
the heavenly places.” (NLT) 

b. ...Is To Surrender (To Jesus) 
iv. Surrender? Yes! (Raise that “white flag”) 

v. He already won! The battles may still be waging 
around you, but He has already won the war! 

vi. Trust Him, follow Him, find victory in Him. 
vii. This is the fight of your lives… 

 
Video = “War” (Ryan Emerick Media, 1:18) 

 
viii. Once you are walking in His victory, Jesus gives you 

the weapons you need to fight with = the armor of 
God! This is true victory! 

 
III. Victory Is Final 

a. Knowing The Armor Of God 
i. Think about each piece of the armor of God 

described in Ephesians 6:10-18… these are not 
just armor… this is our weaponry, how we fight! 

ii. Armor of God pic on screen = describe each piece, 
top to bottom. 

iii. What’s missing? Armor on the back (no running)! 
b. Wearing The Armor of God 

i. It is one thing to know about Jesus being your 
victory, and knowing about the armor of God, it is 
another thing to live a guarded life (wear it): 

 
(Oak tree pic) Walking through a park, I passed a massive 

oak tree. A vine had grown up along its trunk. The vine started small--
nothing to bother about. But over the years the vine had gotten taller 
and taller. By the time I passed, the entire lower half of the tree was 
covered by the vine's creepers. The mass of tiny feelers was so thick 
that the tree looked as though it had innumerable birds' nests in it.  

Now the tree was in danger. This huge, solid oak was quite 
literally being taken over; the life was being squeezed from it. But the gardeners 
in that park had seen the danger. They had taken a saw and severed the trunk 
of the vine--one neat cut across the middle. The tangled mass of the vine's 
branches still clung to the oak, but the vine was now dead. That would 
gradually become plain as weeks passed and the creepers began to die and fall 
away from the tree. How easy it is for sin, which begins so small and seemingly 
insignificant, to grow until it has a strangling grip on our lives. And yet, Christ's 
death has cut the power of sin. Yes, the "creepers" of sin still cling and have 
some effect. But sin's power is severed by Christ, and gradually, sin's grip dries 
up and falls away. (J. Alistair Brown) 

 
Next week = He is your “Redeemer” (do you need some redemption?) 
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Part 3: Jehovah-nissi 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, November 6, 2019 

 

 
Exodus 17:15 = “And Moses built an altar, 

and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi.” (AKJV) 
 

 
I. The ________________________ Is Real 

 

 
a. The __________________________ Over Us 

• “Jehovah-nissi was Moses’ way of saying that the 
Israelites in the wilderness did not need such a flag. 
The Lord was the banner under which they fought, 
and He had given the victory” (The Names of God, 
40-41). 
 

• Isaiah 11:10 
 

• Think “pep rally”! 

 
 

b. The _________________ Around Us 

 
• “Warfare” is all throughout the Bible 

 
• Joshua 23:10 

 
 

 
II. ________________________ Is Necessary 

 

a. The __________  ___________ To Win The War… 

 
• John 10:10 / Ephesians 6:12 

 
 

 

b. …Is To ______________________ (To Jesus) 

• Raise that “white flag” 
 

 
Video = “War” (Ryan Emerick Media, 1:18) 

 
 

 
 

III. ______________________ Is Final 

 

a. Knowing The _________________  ____  _________ 

• Ephesians 6:10-18 

 
• What’s missing? What part of your body is not  

 
protected by armor here? = ____________________ 

 
 

b. _______________________ The Armor Of God 

 
 

 

 

It’s one thing to know the “Armor of God”, 
It’s another thing to wear it daily! Surrender. 

 
“God is ready to assume full responsibility 

for the life wholly yielded to Him.”  
(Andrew Murray) 

 
What’s Next? 

 

“Redeemer”



 

 

Part 2: God of Gods 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, October 23, 2019 

 
Intro Video = “Names of God 2019 Promo” (0:36) 

 
(Title pic) Welcome to part 2 of our study of the many names and amazing 
character traits of our amazing God. What we’re focusing on these the next few 
weeks = Father, God of Gods, Jehovah-Nissi, Redeemer, and Shepherd! 
 
(Session Two pic) How many “gods” do you worship? Let’s find out tonight. 
Where do we find this name “God of Gods” (Turn to Daniel 2) and what does it 
really mean for us today? 

 
Daniel & King Neb pic = King Neb has a disturbing dream about a huge statue = 
none of his pagan priests or magicians could help interpret, Hebrew prophet 
Daniel, he did and the King was so impressed that he declared Daniel’s God the 
God of gods in the land = or the God above all other deities in the kingdom of 
Babylon! Shocking admission because these guys had a god for every need… 
war, fertility, science, literature, etc = this was typical for all pagan nations. 
Listen to what we says: 
 

Daniel 2:47 = “The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is the God of gods 
and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal 

this mystery.’” (NIV) 
 

I. Other Gods Throughout The Bible 
a. God Is The Only God 

i. He is the only God whoever was, is, and ever will 
be… that’s what His name “I Am” literally means 
(from the story of Moses in Exodus). 

ii. Exodus 15:11 = “Who is like you among the gods, O 
Lord—glorious in holiness, awesome in splendor, 
performing great wonders?” (Moses) 

iii. Deuteronomy 32:39 = “Look now; I myself am he! 
There is no other god but me! I am the one who kills 

and gives life; I am the one who wounds and heals; 
no one can be rescued from my powerful hand!” 

iv. 2 Samuel 7:22 = “How great you are, O Sovereign 
Lord! There is no one like you. We have never even 
heard of another God like you!” 

b. All Other Gods Are Idols 
iv. If we are saying there are other “gods”, does that 

mean they exist? (Polytheism). No! We just make 
other things priorities, like we should God. They 
take the place of God and that’s why we call them 
“gods”. Modern examples coming soon… 

v. Exodus 20:4, 23 = “You must not make for yourself 

an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the 
heavens or on the earth or in the sea… 
Remember, you must not make any idols of silver 
or gold to rival me.” 

vi. Exodus 23:13 = “Pay close attention to all my 
instructions. You must not call on the name of any 
other gods. Do not even speak their names.” 

vii. 1 Corinthians 8:4 = “We all know that an idol is not 
really a god and that there is only one God.” 

c. An Idol For Every Need 
i. Remember = these people had a god for every 

need… war, fertility, science, literature, etc (that’s 
where Greek mythology find its roots). Don’t we do 
the same today… we have an app, a website, a 
person, a thing for everything need. Idolatry!! 

 
II. Other Gods In Our Lives Today 

a. Redefining Worship 
i. When we think about idolatry, we think about pillars, 

statues, monuments, carved images… something we 
pray to or bow down to = worship! 

ii. “Idolatry is worshiping anything that ought to be 
used, or using anything that ought to be worshiped.” 
(Augustine) 

iii. Maybe our definition of worship is wrong! 
1. Worship is not this service, not this room,  

not only down on Sundays or Wednesday 
nights, it is not just singing songs or bowing 
down or praying to something or someone 

2. Worship defined = our response to God (in 
everything) = a lifestyle 

3. “Worship simply means ‘worth-ship’. We 
worship God because He is worthy” 
(Wiersbe). 



 

4. There are different Hebrew and Greek 
words that define worship all through the 

Bible. Working definition: “Worship is the 
believers’ response of all that they are – 
mind, emotions, will, and body – to what 
God is and says and does” (Warren Wiersbe 
from Real Worship) 

b. Modern Day Idolatry 
ix. This is what we see when we think “idol” (hold up 

elephant statue)… but we need to think about 
what we put before this God of Gods! 

x. Can you think of modern day idols in our lives? 
(Students share) 

xi. Here’s what GotQuestions.org says: 

 
(Four underlined words on the screen) “All the various forms of modern idolatry 
have one thing at their core: self. We no longer bow down to idols and images. 
Instead we worship at the altar of the god of self. This brand of modern idolatry 

takes various forms. First, we worship at the altar of materialism which feeds 
our need to build our egos through the acquisition of more “stuff.” (hold up my 
phone = my idol in my pocket)… "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor" (Exodus 20:17)… 

Second, we worship at the altar of our own pride and ego. This often takes the 
form of obsession with careers and jobs… “For a man may do his work with 

wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone 
who has not worked for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. What 
does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under 
the sun? All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not 
rest. This too is meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 2:21-23). Third, we idolize mankind 

through naturalism and the power of science… Finally, and perhaps most 
destructively, we worship at the altar of self-aggrandizement or the fulfillment of 
the self to the exclusion of all others and their needs and desires. This manifests 
itself in self-indulgence through alcohol, drugs, and food... This has its origin in 
the Garden of Eden where Satan tempted Eve to eat of the tree with the words 
“you will be like God” (Genesis 3:5). This has been man’s desire ever since—to 

be god and, as we have seen, the worship of self is the basis of all modern 
idolatry. All idolatry of self has at its core the three lusts found in 1 John 2:16: 
“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”… 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/idolatry-modern.html)  

xii. Why are you so selfish!?! (Why am I?) 
 

III. Making Him Our God Of Gods 
a. Escaping Idolatry 

i. How do we rid ourselves of this idolatry? Article… 
 

If we are to escape modern idolatry… “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). When we 

love the Lord and others with everything that is in us, there will be no room in 
our hearts for idolatry. (https://www.gotquestions.org/idolatry-modern.html) 

 
b. Watch What You Say 

ii. You may be saying tonight that you believe God is 
the God of Gods but is how you speak or what you 
message, post, snapchat, etc reflect that? 

iii.  “OMG” = what does this mean? (Students share) 
Who has ever used this abbreviation? (Students 
raise hands) 

iv. This may be a simple phrase to you but think about 
its huge implications: 

 
Video = “OMG” (Ryan Emerick Media, 1:34) 

 
Three little letters. Three little words: Oh My God. Idolatry isn’t just an issue. It’s 

THE issue. It’s time to unfriend our counterfeit gods. 
 

c. Check What You Do 
i. Overcoming idolatry in your life means making God 

your priority (it begins in your mind) and then is 
made evident in what you do = where you go, 
how you act, how much time you spend doing the 
things of God, etc. Check yourself, fool! 

 
We are all idol worshippers = what are you going to do about it? 

Next part (in 2 weeks) = “Jehovah-nissi” 
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FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 

 
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2019 

 

Review: This evening, as we continue our Names of God series, we 

investigate the different “gods” in our lives and come to know more 
about the “God of Gods”. 

 

React: In all honesty, what are the other “gods” (lower case “g”) in 

your lives right now? Where does God fall on your priorities list? What 
can we do to change that? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/idolatry-modern.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/idolatry-modern.html


 

 

Part 2: God of Gods 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, October 23, 2019 

 

 
Daniel 2:47 = “The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is the God of gods 
and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal 

this mystery.’” (NIV) 
 

 
I. ________________  ___________ Throughout The Bible 

 

 
a. God Is The _____________ God 

• Ex. 15:11, Deut. 32:39, 2 Sam. 7:22 

 
 

b. All Others Gods Are _______________ 

 
• Ex. 20:4 & 23, Ex. 23:13, 1 Cor. 8:4 

 
 

c. An Idol For _________________  _______________ 

 
 
 

II. Other Gods In Our Lives ___________________ 

 

a. Redefining _______________________ 

 

• “Idolatry is worshiping anything that ought to be 
used, or using anything that ought to be worshiped.” 

(Augustine) 
 

• “Worship simply means ‘worth-ship’. We worship God 
because He is worthy.” (Wiersbe) 
 

 

 

b. Modern Day ____________________ 

• Gotquestions.org 
 

• Materialism 
 

• Self-ism 
 

• Naturalism 
 

• God-ism 
 

 
 

III. Making Him __________ God Of Gods 

 

a. _______________________ Idolatry 

• Matthew 22:37 
 
 

b. Watch What You ______________ 

• ___  ___  ___ 
 
 

 
Video = “OMG” (Ryan Emerick Media, 1:34) 

 
 

c. Check What You ____________ 

 

 

We are all idol worshippers! 
What are you going to do about it? 

 
What’s Next? 

 

“Jehovah-nissi”



 

 

Part 1: Father 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

 
Intro Video = “Names of God 2019 Promo” (0:36) 

 
(Title pic) Abba, Ancient of Days, Creator, Deliverer, Dwelling Place, Fortress, 
Hiding Place, Judge, Light, Majesty, Portion, Redeemer, Advocate, Amen, Bread, 
Bright and Morning Star, Chosen One, Faithful, First Fruits, Foundation, Great 
High Priest, Horn of Salvation, I Am, Jesus, Lamb of God, Lord of All, Man of 
Sorrows, Messiah, Omega, Physician, Prince of Peace, Teacher, and Spirit. 
 
God has many names, many character traits, but He is one God! We all know 

Him in different ways and experience Him in different ways, but the key is that 
you personally know Him and experience Him in your life. Tonight, we begin this 
new series looking are various names and character traits of our awesome God. 
These are my five favorite ones: Father, God of Gods, Jehovah-Nissi, 
Redeemer, and Shepherd! (Show Names of God book I read devotionally) 
 
(Session One pic) We begin with a tough one for some of us, when we see this 
title from a worldly point of view… Father. 
 
(Wordens pic) We all have different relationships with our dads, describe mine. 
 

 

Video = “An Abusive Father Is Not The Heavenly One” (RightnowMedia, 2:23) 
 

With all the bad examples of dads around us (yours or your friends or someone 
else), we are left struggling to understand a perfect (Good, Good) Father. 
What’s the Bible say about this? 
 
 
Isaiah 64:8 = “And yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you 

are the potter. We all are formed by your hand.” (NLT) 

I. A Relational Father 
a. His Name Used In The Bible 

i. Few places in the OT mentioned this name “Father”, 
but contrast, lots of in the NT called God by this 
name, particularly by Jesus (Matthew 26:39, Luke 
23:34, John 17:1). 

ii. OT times didn’t think of God in these terms, He was 
seen as a powerful being that stood above all 
relationship and events of everyday life 

iii. It took Jesus to come and help us understand this 
Father relationship we can have with God 

iv. Also called Father of Compassion/Father of Mercies, 
Father of Glory, Father of Lights/Father of Heavenly 
Lights, Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and Father of 

Spirits. 
b. His Involvement In Our Lives 

i. Just as earthly fathers raise children in this world 
(our fathers all influenced us in a positive or 
negative ways)… God is shaping us too… potter / 
clay in this passage. 

ii. The question is how involved is God in your life, 
shaping you and molding you? 

1. Raise your hand for which applies to you: 
God is involved constantly, God is 
somewhat involved, or God is rarely/never 
involved in shaping my life. (Raise hands) 

iii. Tonight I hope we will understand how He wants to 
be the Father we always wanted and is the Father 
we never knew we needed. 

 
II. A Perfect Father 

• As our Father, He meets our needs, as His children, we need 
Him involved in our DAILY lives: 

a. Our Father Is Willing To Make Sacrifices 
i. Think about Him sending His only Son to save you 

from your sins… really think! 
ii. John 3:16 = “For this is how God loved the world: He 

gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life.” (NLT) 

iii. 1 John 4:14 = “Furthermore, we have seen with our 
own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world.” (NLT) 

b. Our Father Has Compassion And Love 
i. Psalm 103:13 = “The Lord is like a father to his 

children, tender and compassionate to those who 
fear him.” (NLT) 



 

ii. Reminder: He deeply cares about everything you are 
facing right now! 

c. Our Father Guides Us 
i. Stop trying to make it through life on your own! 
ii. Proverbs 3:12 = “For the Lord corrects those he 

loves, just as a father corrects a child in whom he 
delights.” (NLT) 

d. Our Father Knows Our Needs Before We Ask 
i. That is why we prayer “Our Father”. When you pray, 

you are not informing God of your need, you are 
depending on God to meet that need! 

ii. Matthew 6:8 = “Your Father knows exactly what you 
need even before you ask him!” (NLT) 

e. Our Father Rewards Us 

i. Hebrews 11:6 = “And it is impossible to please God 
without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him 
must believe that God exists and that he rewards 
those who sincerely seek him.” (NLT) 

ii. Do you see God as someone waiting to judge you? 
(Throwing lightning bolts from heaven) He wants 
to reward your faith! 

f. Our Father Makes Us Heirs 
i. Romans 8:15-17 reminds us that as a child of God 

we should rejoice in the eternal riches God 
promises us! We are His kids!! 

g. Our Father Encourages Us 
i. Anyone need encouragement tonight? He will!! 
ii. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 = “May our Lord Jesus 

Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us & 
by his grace gave us eternal encouragement & 
good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen 
you in every good deed & word.” (NIV) 

h. Our Father Shows No Favoritism 
i. He gives access to all equally (Ephesians 2:18) 
ii. He blesses all richly (Romans 10:12) 
iii. He judges each person individually (1 Peter 1:17) 

 
III. How We View The Father 

• Regardless of how you see God, maybe we need to stop 
seeing the Father from your own ideas/point of view… 

 
(Boy with crayons pic) A little boy sat down at the kitchen table with his crayons 
and a big sheet of blank paper, and he started to draw. 

His father, noticing the youngster hard at work at the table, stopped to 
look. “What are you doing, son?” 

“I’m drawing a picture of God,” said the little boy. 

“But son,” said the father, “You can’t draw a picture of God. Nobody 
knows what God looks like.” 

The little boy thought for a moment and said, “Well—they will when I 
get through!” 

Most people would agree with the father in the story. No one knows 
what God looks like. But maybe that’s one of the reasons God created us and 
called us to serve him. He created us “in his own image” so that we could—in a 
sense—show the world what God looks like. When we are being conformed into 
the image of his son, Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29), people can see in us a 
reflection of our Heavenly Father. (Hot Illustrations 1.0, A Picture of God) 
 
Don’t let your circumstances, your relationships, your ideas, your worldview, 
your friends, your movies/shows/music… influence how you see and relate to 
this Perfect Father. Trust what the Bible says and get to know this intimate God! 

 
What’s next? = We all have a lot of ‘gods” in our lives, isn’t it about time we 

got to know the “God of Gods” (next Wednesday night)! 
 

Highlighted = text or pic on screen. Blue = pic or video within message. 
Albertville First Baptist Church - AlbertvilleFBC.church - Justin Worden © 2019  

FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

 
Read: Isaiah 64:8 = “And yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the 

clay, and you are the potter. We all are formed by your hand.” (NLT) 
 

Review: Tonight we begin our new series called “The Names of God” 

(exploring the many character traits of God) by looking at how intimate 
He is as our “Father”. 

 

React: What is your favorite aspect of our perfect Father (from the list 

tonight)? Or, what’s the hardest aspect to understand/believe? How has 
your own relationship with you dad affected how you see God? 

 
Leader’s Notes: 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Part 1: Father 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

 
Video = “An Abusive Father Is Not The Heavenly One” (RightnowMedia, 2:23) 

 

 
Isaiah 64:8 = “And yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you 

are the potter. We all are formed by your hand.” (NLT) 

 
 

I. A ___________________________ Father 
 

 
a. His ________________ Used In The Bible 

 
b. His Involvement In Our _______________ 

 
• Potter / clay = shaping / molding 

 
 

II. A ______________________ Father 

 

a. Our Father Is Willing To Make ___________________ 

• John 3:16 / 1 John 4:14 
 

 

b. Our Father Has __________________ And Love 

• Psalm 103:13 

 
c. Our Father _________________ Us 

• Proverbs 3:12 
 
 

d. Our Father Knows Our _____________ Before We Ask 

• Matthew 6:8 
 
 

e. Our Father ____________________ Us 

• Hebrews 11:6 

 
 

f. Our Father Makes Us ____________________ 

• Romans 8:15-17 
 
 

g. Our Father _________________________ Us 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
 
 

h. Our Father Shows No ________________________ 

• Ephesians 2:18 / Romans 10:12 / 1 Peter 1:17 

 
 

III. How We ____________ The Father 

 

 

 
Romans 8:29 

 
Don’t let your view of life influence 

how your Father views you. 
 

What’s Next? 
 

“God of Gods” 


