
 

 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

 
RightNow Media Video = “Session 4: BOLD Prayer” (19:11) 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/257961?episode=4 
 

Tonight we finish this series about being BOLD by discussing prayer: 
 
Our Attitude Toward Prayer 
 
Can we just be honest and talk about our experiences with prayer tonight? What 
kinds of things do you pray about most? (Students share) 
 
Here’s a hard question… Praying that you make the varsity soccer team (like 
Ronald)… Is that the right prayer? Like praying to pass your test or praying that 
boyfriend will go out with you, etc? (Well, what’s the reason, really?) (Students 
share) 
 
Our theology is revealed in our prayers. Joby asked us this question: what 
characterizes your prayers? Do you primarily pray memorized prayers? Selfish 
prayers? Wimpy prayers? 
 
God’s Attitude Toward Us 
 
How are you tempted to define God’s heart toward you based on your 
circumstances? (Being in tough circumstances makes it seem like God is 
unhappy with us.) 
 
What should we look at to determine God’s heart toward us? (Jesus and the 
cross.) = Romans 5:8 = “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners.” (NLT) 
 
Your attitude about yourself may be that “God can’t use me”. Wrong! He can 
and WANTS to! Take these students for example: 
 

(Burned church pic) A group of California high school students had 
spent three months preparing and planning to go to Mexico during Easter break 
to help the poor. They had prayed that God would use them in a mighty way. 
Anticipating an exciting week of ministry, they journeyed to a small church near 
Mexicali. 

Upon arriving at the small rural village on a Sunday morning, the 
students saw that the church where they were going to serve had been badly 
burned. The roof had caved in, and only the four walls remained. They 
cautiously made their way into what was left of the building, while a hymn was 
being sung in Spanish. They were greeted by the puzzled stares of a weary, 
discouraged Mexican pastor and nine parishioners who were midway through 
their Sunday morning service. It was apparent that the congregation had never 
received the group’s letters explaining their plans to serve and had no idea that 
the group was coming to spend the week with them.  

At the end of the hymn, the pastor stopped the service, walked back to 
the group of high school students and said, “Qué pasa?” (Which the group 
interpreted to mean, “What in the world are you rich white kids doing in our 
church?”) 

After a long silence, one of the students spoke: “We are Christians, and 
we are here to serve.” 

On hearing this the pastor’s eyes brimmed with tears. “Some people in 
the village burned down our church six months ago,” he explained. “We’ve been 
praying that God would send help, but we had given up hope that help was ever 
coming. Praise be to God!” 

The thirty-five high school students were stunned silent. They had 
heard many times that God wanted to use them; now they were experiencing it 
for the first time. Amazed, one of the students turned to another and said, “I 
can’t believe it. We’re an answer to prayer!” 

God does want to use us, and he will—if we will only obey him and 
follow Christ’s example to be a servant. (See Philippians 2:3-11.) We can be the 
answer to someone’s prayer by moving out of our comfort zones to use the gifts 
God has given us to make a difference in the world. 
 
Our Attitude Toward God 
 
Maybe our attitude toward prayer would change if our attitude toward God 
changed! The impossible may not happen unless you pray for the impossible. 
Pray BOLD prayers!! Check out this model… 
 
Matthew 7:7-11 = “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep 
on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to 
you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 “You parents—if your children 
ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? 10 Or if they ask for a 
fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not! 11 So if you sinful people know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give good gifts to those who ask him.’ (NLT) 



 

What three actions are we instructed to carry out in verse 7? (Students share) = 
Ask, seek, and knock. 
 
Think about the difference between these three words. How is the effort level of 
each of these words different? 

· “Ask” is a first step 
· “Seek” involves more effort 
· “Knock” requires more still 

 
What does this mean about the nature of prayer? (We must be persistent and 
put forth effort. Prayer requires asking, continual seeking, and knocking.) 
 
What three promises are attached to each of these words? (Student share) 

· It will be given 
· You will find 
· It will be opened to you 

 
God wants to answer our prayers!! What would change if all your prayers were 
answered right now? Think about that. Selfish things? Life-changing things? 
 
If you ever wonder if you are praying right, try this = Pray God’s Word back to 
God! We’re going to close with that activity in small groups tonight. 
 
Grab your handout on your way to small groups now (Close in prayer). 
 
Go… pray BOLD prayers! Live BOLD for Jesus! 
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Psalm 139 (New Living Translation) 
 

For the choir director: A psalm of David. 
 

1 O Lord, you have examined my heart 
and know everything about me. 

2 You know when I sit down or stand up. 
You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 

3 You see me when I travel 
and when I rest at home. You know everything I do. 

4 You know what I am going to say 
even before I say it, Lord. 

5 You go before me and follow me. 
You place your hand of blessing on my head. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

too great for me to understand! 
7 I can never escape from your Spirit! 

I can never get away from your presence! 
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; 

if I go down to the grave, you are there. 
9 If I ride the wings of the morning, 

if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 

and your strength will support me. 
11 I could ask the darkness to hide me 

and the light around me to become night— 
12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you. 

To you the night shines as bright as day. Darkness and light are the same to you. 
13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 

and knit me together in my mother ’s womb. 
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! 
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 

15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, 
as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. 

16 You saw me before I was born. 
Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out 

before a single day had passed. 
17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God. 

They cannot be numbered! 
18 I can’t even count them; 

they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up, you are still with me! 
19 O God, if only you would destroy the wicked! 

Get out of my life, you murderers! 
20 They blaspheme you; 

your enemies misuse your name. 
21 O Lord, shouldn’t I hate those who hate you? 

Shouldn’t I despise those who oppose you? 
22 Yes, I hate them with total hatred, 

for your enemies are my enemies. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, 
and lead me along the path of everlasting life. 



 

 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

 
RightNow Media Video = “Session 3: BOLD Truth” (17:43) 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/257961?episode=3 
 
Two Truths & A Lie 
 
Let’s start with a game… I’m going to tell you three things about myself, 2 of 
them will be truth and 1 will be a lie, see if you can figure out which is which: 

1. I got married to my wife when I was 22-years-old. 
2. I have been skydiving twice in my life now. 
3. I almost died from appendicitis when in elementary school. 

 
(Title pic) Welcome to part 3 of our series BOLD… let’s dig into the truth of 
being BOLD in our faith for Jesus! 
 
Questioning Our Faith 
 
Have you ever faced tough questions about God or Jesus or the Bible? (Raise 
your hands) What do you do when you don’t know how to answer? 
 
Like Jesús in the first video, sometimes you can feel like an outsider. Sometimes 
you become an outsider. Remember, he said he didn’t know what to say or do 
when people questioned his faith in God. This world, your generation, can be 
cruel… 
 
What types of social consequences do you face today for claiming Jesus? 
(Students share) 
 
Now, fast forward to Brian’s story… what did Brian do when he doubted? 
 
One of the tools God used to revive Brian’s faith was the study of apologetics. 
Apologetics are reasoned arguments that help people get around their 

intellectual roadblocks in order to consider faith. Have you ever studied 
apologetics? (Students share) 
 
The name of Jesus creates tension. The gospel makes hard claims of truth, and 
some people find these claims to be too difficult to swallow. We see this happen 
today with our friends and neighbors, and we also see it happen in Peter and 
John’s story in Acts 4. Look at a few verses with me… 
 
Acts 4:1-4 = “While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were 
confronted by the priests, the captain of the Temple guard, and some of the 
Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were 
teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. 3 
They arrested them and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until 
morning. 4 But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the 
number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000.” (NLT) 
 
The religious leaders where getting annoyed by these guys. Why? What were 
the Sadducees annoyed about? (Students share) = Peter and John were 
teaching the people and proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection from the dead! 
 
After they were arrested for proclaiming this truth, watch this… 
 
Acts 4:8 = “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” (NLT) 
 
What makes Peter bold here? (Students share) = the Holy Spirit filled him! 
 
Everyone was amazed at what these “ordinary, uneducated men” could do. 
They had “been with Jesus”, they said. God can do the same with you. No 
matter how ordinary, weird, uneducated, clumsy, or stupid you feel! 
 
Doubting Our Faith 
 
Let’s look at one more dude you probably know about. He was one of Jesus’ 12 
disciples, the original followers of Jesus. These guys were the real deal. But he 
was known as “Doubting Thomas”. 
 
Have you ever struggled with doubting your faith? (Raise your hands) 
 
All of us have struggled, even those closest to Jesus: 
 
John 20:24-29 = “One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin),[a] 
was not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have seen the 
Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his 
hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” 
26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was 
with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing 
among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 



 

your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my 
side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas 
exclaimed. 29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. 
Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” (NLT) 
 
I think this story tells us that Jesus knows Thomas’ questions and doubts. He 
cares about Thomas’ skepticism. He wants Thomas to believe. He feels the 
same about us as well. This is the truth (absolutely)! 
 
If someone ever tells you there are no such things as “absolutes” (remind them 
that statement itself is an absolute claim). 
 
Remember, you don’t have to fully understand to faithfully follow! 
 
The Hall Of Faith 
 
Sometimes we just need more… like I used to say when I was new to my faith 
in Jesus. “I’ll believe it if I see it.” We base our faith on sight too often, but is 
that really faith? Do we have to have evidence for our faith? Look at the Bible’s 
definition of faith: 
 
Hebrews 11:1 = “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see.” (NIV) 
 
Faith does not mean we perfectly understand everything, or have physical, 
concrete evidence for everything we claim. Rather, faith is drawing near to God 
in a posture of belief that He is good, and that He is who He says He is. We may 
still have questions or struggle with doubt, but those things don’t disqualify us 
from following Jesus. 
 
You ever wonder what your life would be like if you were born in Saudi Araba in 
a Muslim family? Would you believe like them? Religion isn’t about choice, it’s 
about truth (hold up example of pamphlet of all world religions). 
 
We’re going to dive into this chapter of Hebrews 11 with our small groups, as 
we look at all these examples of faith from so many faithful God-followers (in 
this chapter known as the Hall of Faith). 
 
Grab your handout on your way to small groups now (Close in prayer). 
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Hebrews 11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 

11:1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of 
things we cannot see. 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old 

earned a good reputation. 3 By faith we understand that the entire universe 
was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from 

anything that can be seen. 4 It was by faith that Abel brought a more 
acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel’s offering gave evidence that 
he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his gifts. Although 
Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith. 5 It was by 
faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—“he disappeared, 

because God took him.”[a] For before he was taken up, he was known as a 
person who pleased God. 6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. 
Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he 
rewards those who sincerely seek him. 7 It was by faith that Noah built a 
large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned 

him about things that had never happened before. By his faith Noah 
condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him 
to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his 

inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. 9 And even 
when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he 

was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who 
inherited the same promise. 10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to 
a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. 11 It was 
by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren 

and was too old. She believed[b] that God would keep his promise. 12 And 
so a whole nation came from this one man who was as good as dead—a 
nation with so many people that, like the stars in the sky and the sand on 
the seashore, there is no way to count them. 13 All these people died still 
believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was 

promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed 
that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 14 Obviously people 
who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their 

own. 15 If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have 
gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly 

homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
has prepared a city for them. 17 It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac 
as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s 
promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18 even though God 
had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 

counted.”[c] 19 Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring 
him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back 
from the dead. 20 It was by faith that Isaac promised blessings for the 

future to his sons, Jacob and Esau.  

21 It was by faith that Jacob, when he was old and dying, blessed each of 
Joseph’s sons and bowed in worship as he leaned on his staff. 22 It was by 

faith that Joseph, when he was about to die, said confidently that the 
people of Israel would leave Egypt. He even commanded them to take his 
bones with them when they left. 23 It was by faith that Moses’ parents hid 

him for three months when he was born. They saw that God had given 
them an unusual child, and they were not afraid to disobey the king’s 

command. 24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression 

of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He 
thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the 

treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 27 It was 
by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He 

kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who is invisible. 28 
It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel to keep the 

Passover and to sprinkle blood on the doorposts so that the angel of death 
would not kill their firstborn sons. 29 It was by faith that the people of 

Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were on dry ground. 
But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned. 30 It was by 
faith that the people of Israel marched around Jericho for seven days, and 

the walls came crashing down. 
31 It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the 
people in her city who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly 

welcome to the spies. 32 How much more do I need to say? It would take 
too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. 33 By faith these people 
overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had 

promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the flames of 
fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was 

turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to 
flight. 35 Women received their loved ones back again from death. But 
others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. 

They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. 36 Some were 
jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in 
prisons. 37 Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half,[d] and others 
were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and 

goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. 38 They were too good for 
this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and 

holes in the ground. 39 All these people earned a good reputation because 
of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. 40 For 

God had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach 
perfection without us. 



 

 
First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

 
RightNow Media Video = “Session 2: BOLD Words” (19:26) 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/257961?episode=2 
 

(Title pic) On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 being scared to death and 10 being the 
boldest believer in the world), how bold are you about your faith? (Students 
share or raise hands) 
 
Tonight as we continue this series we are studying about having BOLD words! 
 
Think back to Devon for a minute… A major theme in Devin’s story was his 
desire to fit in with the crowd. What were some of the ways Devin attempted to 
be considered ‘cool’? (Student share = Wearing certain clothes, posting certain 
things on social media, talking a certain way.) Ever been there? 
 
Devon had to get to the point where he was not ashamed of the Gospel… like 
Romans 1:16 = “For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the 
Gentile.” 
 
Speak Boldly, Believe Deeply 
 
How can you get to the point of being bold in your words for Jesus? I like how 
Joby said it, “We speak boldly about what we believe in deeply”. Maybe you 
need to go deeper with God before you can be bolder for Him! 
 
Pretend I am new to the Jesus thing and want to know how to go deeper with 
God. Please give me some ideas. (Students share) 
 
I shared this Sunday morning (how to live “All In”, to go deeper): 
 
 
 

1. Deeper in God’s Word 
· Red Sky in Mourning tells the tragic story of Tami Oldham Ashcraft, 

whose husband was literally washed off the desk of their sailboat 
Hazana and lost at seas during a violent storm in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean. She found herself alone on a vessel for 41 days with 
every means of navigation gone except for her sextant, the stars, and 
a 1983 Nautical Almanac. She understood, even in the midst of her 
grief and shock, that her survival would depend on strict and careful 
adherence to those charts and stars. This was not a time for 
innovation, a time for drifting, or following the sun, or simply leaving 
one’s course to be set by the current. A one-degree mistake in 
navigation today could mean that she would be hundreds of miles off 
course in the days to come.  (This Way To Youth Ministry, Duffy 
Robbins, page 351) 

· What if we lived our lives completely dependent on the Bible, its 
direction, and how it helps us know God more intimately? 

 
2. Deeper in your mission field at home 

· Remember = “The light that shines farthest always shines brightest at 
home.” Let your light shine at home before anywhere else. 
 

3. Deeper in a life of worship 
· In private worship (making time for prayer and study, like our college 

students just learned about… find your “time”, “place” and “text”) 
· In corporate worship (gathering with his body in a Biblically-based 

church, somewhere) = “Martin Luther, writing in 1539, enumerated 
seven marks of a true Christian church; 1) the sacrament of baptism, 
2) the sacrament of communion, 3) ordained leadership, 4) proper 
public worship, 5) the bearing of the cross, and finally 6) the preaching 
and 7) hearing of the Word.” (Robbins, page 350) 

 
4. Deeper in your opportunity to serve 

· With every opportunity He presents 
· Every opportunity has a shelf life. Will you seize it before it expires? 
· “Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.” (Ephesians 

61:5  )TLN  
 
Once we get deeper, a changed life will draw attention. 
 
This is when we pray that prayer God will ALWAYS answer = Lord, give me an 
opportunity to share my faith today. 
 
Think about what Stephen said in the video = God will speak through you, He 
will give you the words and prepare others’ hearts. 
 
 
 



 

From Denial To Revival 
 
Peter was a pretty awesome disciple of Jesus but he was not always bold in his 
words… 
 
Matthew 26:69-75 = “Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A 
servant girl came over and said to him, “You were one of those with Jesus the 
Galilean. 70 But Peter denied it in front of everyone. “I don’t know what you’re 
talking about,” he said. 71 Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed 
him and said to those standing around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72 Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath. “I don’t even know the man,” 
he said. 73 A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and 
said, “You must be one of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.” 74 Peter 
swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I don’t know the man!” And immediately the 
rooster crowed. 75 Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: 
“Before the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” 
And he went away, weeping bitterly.” (NLT) 
 
He was ashamed of Jesus and denied Him, but this was a growing experience 
for Peter. Look what happened just a little later in his life… 
 
Acts 3:4-8, 11-12 = “4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, 
“Look at us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 6 
But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I 
have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 7 Then Peter 
took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the 
man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened. 8 He jumped up, 
stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, 
he went into the Temple with them… they all rushed out in amazement to 
Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to Peter and John. 12 
Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel…” (NLT) 
 
Not only does he heal in Jesus’ name, then he preaches boldly to everyone! 
 
It Is Finished 
 
All throughout the Bible we see Jesus (from Genesis to Revelation), and you will 
discover that during small groups tonight. 
 

(Christ on Cross pic) Let’s remember some of the final words of Jesus when He 
died on that Cross. What did He say? (Students share) 
 
What was finished? (Students share = Our rescue. Jesus finished paying our 
debt of sin. With His death, the penalty for our sin has been paid.) 
 
What else is finished? = our fear of sharing Him (BOLD words) = He’s with us! 
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First Baptist Student Ministry - Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

 
RightNow Media Video = “Session 1: BOLD Faith” (17:27) 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/257961?episode=1 
 

(Title pic) It’s time to get bold, friends! Welcome to BOLD, our new Wednesday 
night message series looking at BOLD Faith, BOLD Words, BOLD Truth, and 
BOLD Prayer. 
 
(Rain flood pic) One summer morning as Ray Blankenship was preparing his 
breakfast, he gazed out the window, and saw a small girl being swept along in 
the rain-flooded drainage ditch beside his Andover, Ohio, home. Blankenship 
knew that farther downstream, the ditch disappeared with a roar underneath a 
road and then emptied into the main culvert. Ray dashed out the door and 
raced along the ditch, trying to get ahead of the foundering child. Then he 
hurled himself into the deep, churning water. Blankenship surfaced and was 
able to grab the child's arm. They tumbled end over end. Within about three 
feet of the yawning culvert, Ray's free hand felt something--possibly a rock-- 
protruding from one bank. He clung desperately, but the tremendous force of 
the water tried to tear him and the child away. "If I can just hang on until help 
comes," he thought. He did better than that. By the time fire-department 
rescuers arrived, Blankenship had pulled the girl to safety. Both were treated for 
shock. On April 12, 1989, Ray Blankenship was awarded the Coast Guard's Silver 
Lifesaving Medal. The award is fitting, for this selfless person was at even 
greater risk to himself than most people knew. Ray Blankenship can't swim.  
(Paul Harvey, Los Angeles Times Syndicate) 
 
BOLD Faith In This World 
 
(Put on cape) We are all about heroes, even superheroes today! Why do you 
think young men & women have the desire to be bold deep down inside them? 
Where does that desire come from? (Students share) 
 

Take Cole (in the first video) for example… living the “fast” life, racing cars… we 
all have something that gives us that adrenaline boost (sports, activities, 
relationships). Think about that thing in your life! 
 
Now think about what is your biggest fear that keeps you from being bold? 
What are some fears that stop teens from being bold? (Students share) 
 
What did Cole say fuels him each day? (Students share) = God’s Word! 
 
If only we read God’s Word like our lives depended on it!! 
 
Take Kenlen’s attitude toward God for example. Remember how he said he 
viewed God? = cold and bitter toward God. Been there? 
 
BOLD Faith In The Bible 
 
Joshua 1:1-9 = “After the death of Moses the Lord’s servant, the Lord spoke 
to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He said, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. 

Therefore, the time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across 
the Jordan River into the land I am giving them. 3 I promise you what I 

promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you— 
4 from the Negev wilderness in the south to the Lebanon mountains in the 
north, from the Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the 

west, including all the land of the Hittites.’ 5 No one will be able to stand against 
you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail 
you or abandon you. 6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will 
lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give 
them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions 
Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the 

left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of 
Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey 
everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 9 

This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (NLT) 

 
Joshua had big shoes to fill. He was about to step into the role of leading the 
nation of Israel, right after Moses had led the people for over 40 years. Joshua’s 
predecessor, Moses, had led the Israelites out of Egypt, through the parted Red 
Sea, through the wilderness. Basically, Joshua was replacing the most epic 
leader Israel had ever known. 
 
How do you think following a leader like Moses would affect Joshua’s confidence 
level? (Students share) (It could have intimidated him, made him afraid, made 
him feel inadequate, made him fear that the people wouldn’t follow him.) 
 
What does God promise Joshua in verses 3–5? (Students share) (Every place 
the sole of his foot touches, God has given to Israel. No man will be able to 



 

stand before Joshua all the days of his life. As God was with Moses, so He will 
be with Joshua. God won’t leave or forsake Joshua.) 
 
What instructions are given about the law in verse 8? (Student share) (The Book 
of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night.) 
 
What does it mean to meditate on God’s Word day and night? How do we put 
that into practice today? (Students give examples) (Scripture should fill our 
thoughts and our hearts. We should read it, memorize it, study it, talk about it.) 
 
BOLD Faith In Your Life 
 
If you want BOLD Faith, you need: 

1. To stay in God’s Word 
2. To trust God no matter what 
3. To surround yourself with godly examples (mentors) 

 
Need a prayer mentor? Sign up tonight! Text 256-744-3355. 

· God has been stirring this idea in my heart for 3 years! I want to do 
something about it. Shared about it last Sunday morning. 

· Students need mentors (godly adults around their lives)… are you 
willing to connect with a prayer mentor? This adult pray for you 
regularly, contact you occasionally, and love you consistently. 

· Take out your phone, text me = “Mentor” 
· Examples? Pat Thompson & Allison Carroll, etc. 

 
I want to equip you to be BOLD in your faith. Have courage! 
 
(Gorilla Zoo pic) A man was looking for a job and he noticed that there was an 
opening at the local zoo. He inquired about the job and discovered that the zoo 
had a very unusual position that they wanted to fill. Apparently their gorilla had 
died, and until they could get a new one, they needed someone to dress up in a 
gorilla suit and act like a gorilla for a few days. He was to just sit, eat and sleep. 
His identity would be kept a secret, of course. Thanks to a very fine gorilla suit, 
no one would be the wiser. 

The zoo offered good pay for this job, so the man decided to do it. He 
tried on the suit and sure enough, he looked just like a gorilla. They led him to 
the cage; he took a position at the back of the cage and pretended to sleep. But 
after a while, he got tired of sitting, so he walked around a little bit, jumped up 
and down and tried a few gorilla noises. The people who were watching him 
seemed to really like that. When he would move or jump around, they would 
clap and cheer and throw him peanuts. And the man loved peanuts. So he 
jumped around some more and tried climbing a tree. That seemed to really get 
the crowd excited. They threw more peanuts. Playing to the crowd, he grabbed 
a vine and swung from one side of the cage to the other. The people loved it 
and threw more peanuts. Wow, this is great, he thought. He swung higher and 

the crowd grew bigger. He continued to swing on the vine, getting higher and 
higher—and then all of a sudden, the vine broke! He swung up and out of the 
cage, landing in the lion’s cage that was next door. 
 
He panicked. There was a huge lion not twenty feet away, and it looked very 
hungry. So the man in the gorilla suit started jumping up and down, screaming 
and yelling, “Help, help! Get me out of here! I’m not really a gorilla! I’m a man 
in a gorilla suit! Heeelllp!” 

The lion quickly pounced on the man, held him down and said, “Will 
you SHUT UP! You’re going to get both of us fired!” 

Sooner or later we all get found out. Sooner or later we all blow our 
cover. It is only a matter of time before who we are and what we really are 
becomes obvious to everyone. Any attempt to conceal our true nature will 
eventually be futile. In some stressful, off-guarded moment, who and what we 
are will surface. There is no point in pretending. Who we are and what we are, 
says the Bible, will sooner or later be declared from the rooftops. 
 
(Series title pic) Small groups are changing tonight… we’ve shorten our service 
so you have more time to discuss and grow together in small groups. Please 
grab a clip board with the handout on your way to your small group and be 
open and honest as you share. (Hold up handout) 
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