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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 
Let ’s finish this series about being ALL IN for Jesus is in the most powerful 

way… with finally understanding the HOW of this ALL IN life. Once again I ask, 
are you ready to go All In? 

 
 (transport plane pic) A U.S. Air Force transport plane with its captain and 5 

crew members was flying over Alaska in the mid-50s when they entered an 
unusually fierce snowstorm. The navigator contacted an air base only to be told 
that he had veered several hundred miles off course. Correct coordinates were 
given to the navigator, who continued to insist that his own calculations could 
not be that far off. Soon the plane ran low on fuel. The six men decided to 
abandon the plane and parachute to safety, but because of the -70 degree 
Fahrenheit temperature and winds that gusted to 50 mph, they were all frozen 
within minutes of hitting the ground. A friend of mine was part of the rescue 
team that discovered and retrieved the bodies 3 days later. As a result of the 

navigator's pride, 5 other people went to their deaths. 
Proverbs 12:15 tells us that "the way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise." The results 
may not always be so dramatic, but we must all be careful 
to seek the counsel of God and wise individuals before 
making decisions of lasting significance. (Dave McPherson) 
 

How many of us tonight are off course because we’ve been following our own 
directions, instead of God’s? Let ’s get back on course (w/ 3 course corrections): 

 
I.  A Change In Lifestyle 

a. The Root Of It All: Pride 
i. Pride = at the root of all struggle and sin 

1. Even at the heart of the very first 
temptation in the Garden of Eden 

ii.  Pride says: ignore God’s will and follow your own, 
your pleasures and pursuits are your priority in life, 
compete with everyone about everything (status, 
stuff, and glory), etc 

iii.  Pride is what is distracting you and I from truly living 
ALL IN for Jesus tonight. Know it? 

b. The Focus Of It All: Priority 
i. When we actually get ourselves out of the way, then 

God can speak to us, grow us, use us! 
ii.  What ’s that called when you put others and God 

above yourself? The Opposite of pride? (Students 
share) 

iii.  “Humility”, being “humble” 
1. “PRIDE feels confident in how much it 

KNOWS. Humility is humbled by how much 
it has to LEARN.” (Collins Hasty) 

 
1 Peter 5:5 = “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 

because, ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.’” (NIV) 
 

 
II. A Change In Wardrobe 

a. Put On These New Clothes 
i. The Bible is full of passages like this one, about 

opposing the proud, giving grace to the humble 
(Prov. 3:34 referenced here), diminishing God by 
magnifying self. This is our biggest struggle! Every 
one of us! 

ii.  Take Peter’s advice = Put on new clothes! 
iii.  Strip yourself of that pride and cast out those old 

clothes 
1. (Take off shirt, have another shirt under = 

pride, humility) 
iv. Old wardrobe = attention-getting style, doesn’t fit 

you anymore (as God’s child) 
v. New wardrobe = more beautiful in its simplicity 

b. Live Out This New Humility 
i. What does it look like to put on humility? 

1. Prov. 22:4 = “True humility and fear of the 
Lord lead to riches, honor, and long life.” 

2. Prov. 11:2 = “Pride leads to disgrace, but 
with humility comes wisdom.” 

3. Col. 3:12 = “Since God chose you to be the 
holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, & patience.” 



 

4. James 3:13 = “If you are wise and 
understand God’s ways, prove it by living an 
honorable life, doing good works with the 
humility that comes from wisdom.” 

ii.  So, how ’s your attitude toward others? How ’s your 
unity with other believers here? Are you around 
prideful people a lot? (Prideful people feed off each 
other… a step of humility undermines the whole 
process) 

iii.  Get you a new look = humility! 
iv. It really does come down to how you see YOU and 

how you see HIM (God)… 
 

Video = “He > You” (Student Life, 3:37) 
 

v. It is time, to go ALL IN! It all begins/ends with… 
 

III.  A Change Of Mind 
a. Where We Have Been 

i. Over the last 5 weeks, we have learned about: 
1. The who = who is God calling to live out 

LOUD for Him and how we are better 
together 

2. The what = we talked about the difference 
between casual Christianity, consumer 
Christianity, and committed (All In) 
Christianity 

3. The where = we figured out where God 
actually dwells and how that changes 
everything for living a committed life 

4. The when = we understood how living All In 
begins when we take off them old (grave) 
clothes 

5. & the how = we learned how to put on new 
clothes so we can actually make a 
difference in the world 

b. Where You Are Going 
i. What do you need to let go of tonight? 

 
(Monkey pic) Native hunters in the jungles of Africa have a clever way 

of trapping monkeys.  
They slice a coconut in two, hollow it out, and in one half of the shell 

cut a hole just big enough for a monkey’s hand to pass through. Then they 
place an orange in the other coconut half before fastening together the two 
halves of the coconut shell. Finally, they secure the coconut to a tree with a 
rope, retreat into the jungle, and wait.  

Sooner or later, an unsuspecting monkey swings by, smells the 
delicious orange, and discovers its location inside the coconut. The monkey then 
slips his hand through the small hole, grasps the orange, and tries to pull it 
through the hole. Of course, the orange won’t come out; it ’s too big for the 
hole. To no avail the persistent monkey continues to pull and pull, never 
realizing the danger he is in.  

While the monkey struggles with the orange, the hunters simply stroll 
in and capture the monkey by throwing a net over him. As long as the monkey 
keeps his fist wrapped around the orange, the monkey is trapped. 

It ’s too bad—the poor monkey could save its life if it would only let go 
of the orange. It rarely occurs to a monkey, however, that it can’t have both the 
orange and its freedom. That delicious orange becomes a deadly trap. 

The world sets traps for you that are not unlike the monkey trap. You 
hear constantly that if you just have enough money, enough stuff, enough 
power, enough prestige—then you’ll be happy. Under that illusion people spend 
their whole lives trying to pull the orange out of the 
coconut. Don’t fall for it. Don’t be trapped by 
thinking you must have it all. What the world offers 
appears delicious, but it eventually robs us of our 
freedom, our happiness, even our lives.  

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven” (Matthew 6:19-20). Jesus also said, “What good is it for a man to gain 
the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36). 

 
ii.  What do you need to let go of tonight to truly begin 

living ALL IN? (A person, a habit, a hobby, yourself) 
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FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 

 
Read: “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one 

another…” (1 Peter 5:5, NIV) 
 

Review: As we were reminded last week, we need to remove those 
“grave clothes” so we can walk in the ALL IN life Christ gives us. 

Tonight we understood what our new clothes should look like. Jonathan 
Edwards once said, “Nothing sets a person so much out of the devil’s 

reach as humility”. 
 

React: Would other people consider you a humble person? 
Why or why not? How could you live with more humility tonight? 
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I.  A Change In ____________________________ 
 
 
a. The Root Of It All: ___________________ 

· Pride says: ignore God’s will and follow your own, 
your pleasures and pursuits are your priority in life, 
compete with everyone about everything (status, 
stuff, and glory), etc 

 
 

b. The Focus Of It All: ________________________ 
 

 
1 Peter 5:5 = “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 

because, ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.’” (NIV) 
 

 

 
 
 

 

II. A Change In _____________________________ 

 

a. Put On These __________  _____________________ 

 

· Strip yourself of that pride and cast out those old 
clothes 

b. Live Out This New _______________________ 
 

· Prov. 22:4 = ____________________________ 
 

· Prov. 11:2 = ____________________________ 
 

· Col. 3:12 = ____________________________ 
 

· James 3:13 = ____________________________ 
 

 

 
Video = “He > You” (Student Life, 3:37) 

 

 
III.  A Change Of ___________________ 

 

a. ________________ We Have Been 

 

· The who 
 

· The what 
 

· The where 
 

· The when 
 

· The how 
 

b. Where You Are ___________________ 

 

· Matthew 6:19-20 / Mark 8:36 
 

· What do you need to let go of tonight? 
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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 
So far we have studied about “who” is called to live ALL IN (we need each 

other, fellowship is crucial), we have learned about “what” it means to live ALL 
IN (being more than just a casual or consumer Christian), and we have studied 
the “where” of this ALL IN life (God dwells within each of us). Now, let ’s look at 

the “when” this ALL IN life truly begins… 
 

I.  When Death Arrives 
a. Like It Did For Lazarus 

i. Death is no fun… for anyone 
ii.  Fact remains = we will all die someday 
iii.  I believe what happened to Lazarus in John 11 helps 

us to understand what may be holding many of us 
back from living ALL IN. 

iv. Let me allow my good friends Tommy & Eddie (the 
Skit Guys) to set the stage for us when it came to 
the death and resurrection of Lazarus, and what that 
means for us today… 

 
Video = “Lazarus” (Skit Guys Studios, 6:56) 

 
v. So, how do we come out of the grave (take off these 

grave clothes) and live this life different? 
vi. Listen to Jesus’ words right after the resurrection: 

 
John 11:44 = “Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes 

and let him go.’” (NIV) 
 
 

II. When Life Returns 
a. Jesus Brought Him Back To Life 

i. After Lazarus exits the tomb, look at Jesus’ 
instructions… btw, if we believe Scripture is inspired 
by God… 

1. 2 Timothy 3:16 = “All Scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful to teach us what is 
true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects us when we are 
wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” 
(NLT) 

ii.  …Then we know these words of Jesus are included 
for a purpose 

iii.  Picture this = Lazarus is bound by linen strips, has a 
cloth over his face, he is disoriented, still confined, 
needed help 

1. Jesus says to the crowd, Lazarus’ friends = 
“take off the grave cloths and let him go” 

2. There is power in the voice (and name) of 
Jesus! Amen?! 

b. Jesus Brings Us Back To Life 
i. This includes you and me! 
ii.  This visual illustration is good theology = Jesus 

raised us from our sinful state of death, but often 
there is something left to do before we run free… the 
grave clothes must come off. 

1. This makes sense = He is the Resurrected 
Lord, He is the only One who can resurrect 
us! 

2. 1 Peter 1:3 = “All praise to God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great 
mercy that we have been born again, 
because God raised Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Now we live with great expectation” 
(NLT) 

 
(pic of boy) Little Philip, born with Down's syndrome, attended a third-

grade Sunday School class with several eight-year-old boys and girls. Typical of 
that age, the children did not readily accept Philip with his differences, according 
to an article in leadership magazine. But because of a creative teacher, they 
began to care about Philip and accept him as part of the group, though not 
fully.  

The Sunday after Easter the teacher brought L'eggs pantyhose 
containers, the kind that look like large eggs. Each receiving one, the children 
were told to go outside on that lovely spring day, find some symbol for new life, 
and put it in the egg-like container. Back in the classroom, they would share 
their new-life symbols, opening the containers one by one in surprise fashion. 



 

After running about the church property in wild confusion, the students returned 
to the classroom and placed the containers on the table. Surrounded by the 
children, the teacher began to open them one by one. After each one, whether 
a flower, butterfly, or leaf, the class would ooh and ahh.  

Then one was opened, revealing nothing inside. The children 
exclaimed, That's stupid. That's not fair. Somebody didn't do their assignment."  

Philip spoke up, "That's mine." "Philip, you don't ever do things right!" 
the student retorted. "There's nothing there!"  "I did so do it," Philip insisted. "I 
did do it. It's empty. the tomb was empty!"  

Silence followed. From then on Philip became a full member of the 
class. He died not long afterward from an infection most normal children would 
have shrugged off. At the funeral this class of eight-year-olds marched up to the 
altar not with flowers, but with their Sunday school teacher, each to lay on it an 
empty pantyhose egg. (Source Unknown) 

 
1. This is where our hope is found!! 
2. John 11:25 = “Jesus told her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Anyone who 
believes in me will live, even after dying.’ 
(NLT) 

 
III.  When This ALL IN Life Begins 

a. What Are Our Grave Clothes? 
i. What are the habitual sins in your life right now? 

Guilt? Lack of faith? 
ii.  We are often helpless to shed them ourselves, Jesus 

tells our loved ones to help 
iii.  We at FBSM need to be about the business of taking 

off the grave clothes and letting people go! 
b. What Are We Going To Do About Them? 

i. Don’t forget = We are the walking resurrected 
ii.  How do you need help from others in shedding your 

burial garments today? (fill in your handout blank) 
iii.  How can you help others shed theirs? (fill in that 

blank) 
iv. Working together as a family of God is only WHEN 

we can find freedom from the trappings and legacy 
of death and truly live ALL IN! 

v. Are you ready to be free and live ALL IN? 
 
 

Closing activity = strips of linen (handed out), what in your life still represents 
the grave clothes (pride, lust, anger, judgment, your language, your 

music/media, habits, that secret stuff you know God wants gone)? Let ’s lay it 
down as we close in one more song together… bring them to the altar! 
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FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 
 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 
 

Read: “Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes 
and let him go.’” (John 11:44, NIV) 

 
Review: Using the story of Lazarus’ death and resurrection, tonight we 
were reminded of how we can all be bound up by “dead” things in our 
lives. We all have “grave clothes” we need to shed in order to walk in 

this new life Christ gives us. 
 

React: Who has God used in your life to help you remove those “grave 
clothes”? Are you still bound up in “dead” things? If so, would you care 

to share about what you need to lay down before God tonight? 

 
Leader’s Notes: 

 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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I.  When ____________________ Arrives 
 
 
a. Like It Did For ___________________________ 

 

 
Video = “Lazarus” (Skit Guys Studios, 6:56) 

 
 

John 11:44 = “Jesus said to them, ‘Take  

off the grave clothes and let him GO.’” (NIV) 
 
 
 
 

 

II. When ________________ Returns 

 

a. Jesus Brought _________ Back To Life 

 

· 2 Timothy 3:16 
 

· Lazarus was bound by linen strips, had a cloth over 
his face, was disoriented, still confined, needed help 

b. Jesus Brings ________ Back To Life 
 

· 1 Peter 1:3 
 

· This is where our hope is found! 
 

· John 11:25 

 
III.  When This ALL IN Life _____________________ 

 

a. What Are Our ______________  _________________ 

 

· We, at FBSM, need to be about the business of 
taking off the grave clothes and letting people go! 

 

b. What Are We Going _____  ______ About Them? 

 
· We are the walking resurrected! 

 
· How do you need help from others in shedding your 

burial garments today? 
 

· ___________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 

 
· How can you help others shed theirs? 

 
· ___________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________ 

 
 

“Words can never adequately convey the incredible impact of our attitudes 
toward life. The longer I live the more convinced I become that life is 10 percent 

what happens to us and 90 percent how we respond to it.” 
 

(Chuck Swindoll) 
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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 
Let ’s continue with our new series about going “All In” for Jesus. 

Tonight we answer the question of where… 
 

(dam pic) Ever been to Guntersville Dam? Powerful! “Author Jamie Buckingham 
once visited a dam on the Columbia River. He'd always thought that the water 
spilling over the top provided the power, not realizing that it was just froth, that 
deep within turbines and generators transformed the power of tons and tons of 
water to electricity--quietly, without notice, not like the flashy froth on top.” 
(Source Unknown) That ’s what the Spirit of God is inside of His people: 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19 = “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?” (NLT) 

 
I.  Where Does God Dwell? 

a. In Heaven Or On Earth? 
i. Naturally we think God lives in 1) Heavenly 

thrones/angelic worshippers or 2) long-ago 
Tabernacle/tent in the wilderness or the Temple in 
Jerusalem 

ii.  Both locations are Scriptural: 
1. Revelation 4:2 = “And instantly I was in the 

Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and 
someone sitting on it.” 

2. Leviticus 14:23 = “On the eighth day of the 
purification ceremony, the person being 
purified must bring the offerings to the 

priest in the Lord’s presence at the entrance 
of the Tabernacle.” (NLT) 

iii.  But, God is not limited by your knowledge of 
geography. He is everywhere = “omnipresent” 
(present everywhere at the same time) 

iv. Still… remember God is a PERSONAL God: 
b. In The Heart Of Man? 

i. The Spirit of God lives within those who believe in 
Him and have received Him 

ii.  What does that mean exactly? Check out my bracelet 
to understand truly believing/receiving Him (Know 
the Gospel pic): 

1. Purple (crown) = God is holy, perfect in a 
Heaven that is eternally perfect 

2. Black (man) = we are not perfect, far from 
it, we all make mistakes (sin), nothing 
imperfect is allowed in Heaven 

3. Red (cross) = that ’s why God sent His own 
Son, Jesus, to die on the Cross and take our 
sin and punishment so we can be made 
right with God by Jesus’ blood 

4. Green (u-turn) = confess your sin, believe 
in His forgiveness, and receive the life-
giving power of Jesus’ love 

iii.  This is where the Holy Spirit comes in and gives you 
the power to live for God and share this Gospel 
message with others around you. 

iv. That ’s exactly what Isaac did when tragedy struck: 
 

Video = “Service and the Gospel” (RightNow Media, 2:53) 
 

v. So… where does God dwell? In you (if you know Him 
personally). And He wants to use you!! 

 
II. Where Is God Moving? 

a. God Is On The Move… 
i. Remember that song from a couple years ago? God 

is working all around us and He wants to use us! 
ii.  In John 4:34, Jesus said = “My nourishment comes 

from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from 
finishing his work.” (NLT) 

1. And He encourages the same from us 
b. …And He Wants To Use You 

i. Now, put yourself in the shoes of the Corinthian 
church who is hearing this concept probably for the 
first time! 



 

ii.  This concept wasn’t obvious = unexpected (God 
living in the human body, really?) 

iii.  Commentary = “Like many of us, the Corinthians had 
experienced the Spirit at work – as One who utilized 
His people for service. But they forgot the deeper 
truth that the Spirit lived in them constantly for the 
purpose of relationship – that they might know God 
and be fully known by Him. The Greek gods used 
their subjects but didn’t particularly enjoy them. The 
Hebrew God was different. He came to share life.” 
(Chris Tiegreen, Walk with God devo, April 11th) 

iv. Do you get it? Really? 
1. The awesome, majestic God of the universe 

choose to make His home deep in the 
depths of your being! 

2. What are you going to do about that? 
 

III.  Where Does God Want To Take You? 
a. Hear His Voice 

i. If God is really alive inside of us, really all about 
relationship… then He wants to communicate with 
us. Are you listening to His voice? 

ii.  Ask Him to help you hear His voice over any other 
(within or around)! 

1. You hear a lot of voices throughout your 
day: parents, teachers, friends, coaches, 
bosses, social media, TV, random people, 
and even the negativity inside of you. 

b. Follow His Lead 
i. You are the hands and feet of Jesus. Show the world 

who He is by living for Him in your own life today 
ii.  He will lead you, if you are willing to follow. 
iii.  Remember: He is not there primarily to use you but 

move you, empower you, and enjoy you 
 

(WW2Bakery pic) Shortly after World War II came to a close, Europe 
began picking up the pieces. Much of the Old Country had been ravaged by war 
and was in ruins. Perhaps the saddest sight of all was that of litt le orphaned 
children starving in the streets of those war-torn cities. 

Early one chilly morning an American soldier was making his way back 
to the barracks in London. As he turned the corner in his jeep, he spotted a little 
boy with his nose pressed to the window of a pastry shop. Inside, the cook was 

kneading dough for a fresh batch of doughnuts. The 
hungry boy stared in silence, with his nose pressed 
against the window, drooling and watching the 
cook’s every move. The soldier pulled his jeep to the 
curb, stopped, and got out. 

“Son, would you like some of those?” The boy was startled. “Oh yes…I 
would.” 

The American stepped inside and bought a dozen, put them in a bag 
and walked back to where the lad was standing in the foggy cold of the London 
morning. He smiled, held out the bag and said simply, “Here you are.” 

As he turned to walk away, he felt a tug on his coat. He looked back 
and heard the child ask quietly, “Mister…are you God?” 

When we love people with no strings attached, we are doing 
something quite godly. We are demonstrating in a very real way what God is 
like. God loves us with an unconditional, agape, love which is gracious and kind 
and rare. 

Many people find it hard to believe in a God they can’t see. They want 
a God “with skin on.” That ’s why God sent his Son, Jesus—and that ’s also why 
he established his church. We are God’s agents in the world—and when we are 
serving others, and loving them with a godly love, we are showing people what 
God is like. We are helping them to understand that God loves them like we 
do—only even more so. 

Someone once said, “You may be the only Jesus a person ever sees.” 
That ’s true. As Christians, it is an honor to be able to represent Christ to the 
world. Let ’s make sure we represent him accurately. (Hot Illustrations 1.0, Are 
You God?) 
 
So, are you ready to go ALL IN yet? To show the world what God looks like? 
 

A lbertv ille  F irst  Bapt ist  Church - A lbertv illeFBC. org - Just in Worden © 2018  

 
FBSM Small Group Leader Guide 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 
 

Read: “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you and was given to you by God?” (1 Cor. 6:19, NLT) 

 
Review: Similar to part one of this series, tonight we dived deep into 
the idea that God dwells within those who believe in Him (because of 
the Holy Spirit)! The fact that this creator God chooses to make His 

home deep within our being is beyond our comprehension. He doesn’t 
just live in His people, He chooses to live through His people. 

 

React: How does it make you feel to know the God of the universe lives 
within you (if you know Jesus)? What could He be calling you to do 

tonight with this life He’s given you? 
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1 Corinthians 6:19 = “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?” (NLT) 

 
 

I.  ______________________ Does God Dwell? 
 
 
a. In ___________________ Or On _______________? 

· Revelation 4:2 / Leviticus 14:23 

 
b. In The ___________________ Of ____________? 

 
· Know The Gospel (bracelets /cards available) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Video = “Service and the Gospel” (RightNow Media, 2:53) 

 
 

 
 

 

II. Where Is God _________________________? 

 

a. God Is On The _______________... 

 

· John 4:34 
 
 

b. …And He Wants To Use ______________ 
 

· “Like many of us, the Corinthians had experienced 
the Spirit at work – as One who utilized His people 
for service. But they forgot the deeper truth that the 
Spirit lived in them constantly for the purpose of 
relationship – that they might know God and be fully 
known by Him. The Greek gods used their subjects 
but didn’t particularly enjoy them. The Hebrew God 
was different. He came to share life.” (Chris 
Tiegreen, Walk with God devo, April 11th) 
 

· The awesome, majestic God of the universe chose to 
make His home deep in the depths of your being! 

 
III.  Where Does God Want To _________________ You? 

 

a. ______________ His ___________________ 

 

· Hear His voice above all the others 
 

b. ____________________ His _________________ 

 
· He is not there primarily to use you but move you, 

empower you, and enjoy you 
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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 
Tonight we continue our new series by looking at WHAT being ALL IN is really 

all about. I want you to seriously consider if you are a casual Christian, a 
consumer Christian, or a committed Christian… 

 
I.  Casual Christianity 

a. Do Not Be An Oxymoron 
i. Oxymoron defined = “figure of speech that combines 

two normally contradictory terms. Oxymoron is a 
Greek term derived from oxy ("sharp") and moros 
("dull"). Thus the word oxymoron is itself an 
oxymoron.”  

ii.  (pic on screen) Examples = Dry lake, Fuzzy logic, 
Living dead, Same difference, Once again, Stand 
down, Books on tape, Crash landing, Park drive, 
Loners club, Freezer burn, Tight slacks, Plastic 
glasses, Act naturally, Pretty ugly, Work party; AND 
Jumbo shrimp, followed by vegetarian meatballs, and 
for desert, grape nuts. 

iii.  The WORST = “Casual Christianity” 
3. There is no such thing as a low-commitment 

version of our faith! 
b. Be Willing To Be A Martyr 

 
“In Russia, Christians are tested by hardship, but in America you are 

tested by freedom. And testing by freedom is much harder. Nobody pressures 
you about your religion. So you relax and are not so concentrated on Christ, on 
His teaching, how He wants you to live."  (Pavel Poloz, recently exiled from 
Russia, Moody Monthly, April, 1989) 

i. Martyrs = those who die for their faith (like George) 
ii.  (pic) George Atley was killed while serving with the 

Central African Mission. There were no witnesses, 
but the evidence indicates that Atley was confronted 
by a band of hostile tribesmen. He was carrying a 
fully loaded, 10-chamber Winchester rifle and had to 
choose either to shoot his attackers and run the risk 
of negating the work of the mission in that area, or 
not to defend himself and be killed. When his body 
was later found in a stream, it was evident that he 
had chosen the latter. Nearby lay his rifle -- all 10 
chambers still loaded. He had made the supreme 
sacrifice, motivated by his burden for lost souls and 
his unswerving devotion to his Savior. With the 
apostle Paul, he wanted Christ to be magnified in his 
body, "whether by life or by death." (Daily Bread) 

1. No halfhearted thing! 
2. Would you be willing to die for your faith? 
3. Following Jesus = even to the Cross 
4. It is difficult, sacrifices need to be made to 

really follow Jesus 
a. Can you give an example of 

sacrifices that teenagers may need 
to make to follow Jesus today? 
(Students share) 

iii.  Jesus does not ask all of us to die, but He does ask 
all of us to live for Him! 

c. Be Willing To Dig Deep 
i. Let ’s be honest, if your Wednesday night or Sunday 

morning church attendance is really the only time 
you give a thought to God… that 1-2 hours out of 
168 hours a week (about 1%). 

ii.  You will rarely grow in your faith and really get to 
know God (who wants to know you deeply) at that 
rate. Will that casual kind of faith last? Like those 
shallow believers in Matthew ’s Gospel: 

 
Matthew 13:21 = “But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. 
They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 

God’s word.” (NLT) 

 
iii.  So, maybe that ’s not you, maybe you want to be 

more involved in church or get to know God more, 
the next hurdle we have to overcome is… 

 
II. Consumer Christianity 

a. Consumer Vs. Contributor 



 

i. Consumer Christianity = shopping around for a faith 
that suits us well… a litt le of this and a little of that. 

ii.  Like a Golden Corral kind of faith (inconsistent) 
iii.  When you come to church, are you a consumer (only 

taking, about what you can get out of this place), or 
are you a contributor (giving as well as receiving, 
looking for ways to serve)? 

b. Getting Vs. Giving 
i. Like that famous quote from our former (beloved) 

president, John F. Kennedy: (pic on screen) “Ask not 
what your country can do for you — ask what you 
can do for your country.” 

ii.  Are you a spiritual leech (sucking the life out of a 
church/ministry) or are you a bumble bee (spreading 
the love and building up this place, providing)? 

c. Good Vs. Great 
i. Coming to church is good, being the church (living 

out your faith every single day) is great! 
ii.  Are you really going to settle for being just a 

lukewarm Christian (half there) or are you ready to 
live the great life of being ALL IN? 

 
Video = “Committed” (Overflow Media Group, 1;40) 

 
 

III.  Committed Christianity 
a. Be A True Disciple 

i. Martin Luther once said: “A religion that gives 
nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth 
nothing.” 

ii.  Disciple = “learner, follower” = are you learning, are 
you following? Are you committed? 

iii.  You don’t have to be some amazing man/woman of 
God who has it all together to follow Jesus! 

1. Consider this letter that could have been 
written to Jesus about the 12 disciples: 

 
(pic on screen) To: Jesus, Son of Joseph, Woodcrafter's Carpenter Shop, Nazareth 25922  
From: Jordan Management Consultants  

Dear Sir: Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have 
picked for managerial positions in your new organization. All of them have now taken our 
battery of tests; and we have not only run the results through our computer, but also 
arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational 
aptitude consultant.  

The profiles of all tests are included, and you will want to study each of them 
carefully.  

As part of our service, we make some general comments for your guidance, 
much as an auditor will include some general statements. This is given as a result of staff 
consultation, and comes without any additional fee.  

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, 
education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do 
not have the team concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for 
persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability.  

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has 
absolutely no qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a 
questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to 
tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business 
Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and 
they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale.  

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability 
and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in 
high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas 
Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All of the other profiles are self-
explanatory.  

We wish you every success in your new venture.  
Sincerely, Jordan Management Consultants (Tim Hansel, Eating Problems for Breakfast, 
Word Publishing, 1988, pp. 194-195). 
 

b. Be All In 
i. Let me leave you with this thought: Thomas á 

Kempis = “Jesus has many lovers of His heavenly 
kingdom, but few bearers of His cross”. 

1. What do you think that means? (Students 
share) 

ii.  Being “ALL IN” means being committed (more than a 
Wednesday night), being committed with ALL of your 
life (at school, work, home, activities, community, 
everywhere)! 
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Read: “But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They 
fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 

God’s word.” (Matthew 13:21, NLT) 
 

Review: This evening we examined the difference between casual 
Christianity (those who want a low-commitment version of our faith), 
consumer Christianity (those shopping around for a faith that suits 

them), and committed Christianity (those who are ready to stand firm in 
the faith and go “all in”). 

 

React: Which one of these three best describes you and why? 
How can you become more like a “committed Christian”? 
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I.  ______________________ Christianity 
 
 
a. Do Not Be An __________________________ 

· “Figure of speech that combines two normally 
contradictory terms. Oxymoron is a Greek term 
derived from oxy (‘sharp’) and moros (‘dull’). Thus 
the word oxymoron is itself an oxymoron.” 

 
b. Be Willing To Be A _____________________ 

 
· Would you be willing to die for your faith? 

 
· Jesus does not ask all of us to die, but He does ask 

all of us to live for Him! 

 
c. Be Willing To _________  ______________ 

 
· What % of your week is spent with God? = _______ 

 
 
Matthew 13:21 = “But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. 
They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 

God’s word.” (NLT) 
 

II. _________________________ Christianity 

 

a. Consumer Vs. _______________________ 

 
b. Getting Vs. _______________________ 

 

· “Ask not what your country can do for you —         
ask what you can do for your country.” (JFK) 
 

· A leech or a bumble bee? 

 
c. Good Vs. ____________________ 

 

· Are you going to settle for just being lukewarm? 
 
 

Video = “Committed” (Overflow Media Group, 1;40) 
 

 
III.  _____________________ Christianity 

 

a. Be A ____________  ____________________ 

 

· “A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and 
suffers nothing, is worth nothing.” (Martin Luther) 
 

· Disciple = Learner, Follower 
 

b. Be ____________  __________ 

 
· “Jesus has many lovers of His heavenly kingdom, but 

few bearers of His cross.” (Thomas á Kempis) 
 

· Being committed with ALL of your life! 
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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 
(Macready pic on screen) There is a tale told of that great English actor 

Macready. An eminent preacher once said to him: "I wish you would explain to 
me something." "Well, what is it? I don't know that I can explain anything to a 
preacher."   

"What is the reason for the difference between you and me? You are 
appearing before crowds night after night with fiction, and the crowds come 
wherever you go. I am preaching the essential and unchangeable truth, and I 
am not getting any crowd at all."   

Macready's answer was this: "This is quite simple. I can tell you the 
difference between us. I present my fiction as though it were truth; you present 
your truth as though it were fiction."  (G. Campbell Morgan, Preaching, p. 36) 
 
(Intro pic on screen) Tonight, as we just began a new school year, we begin a 
new series about being ALL IN for Jesus. It is one thing to say you are a 
“Christian”, it ’s another thing to be passionate and authentic in your faith. We 
are called to change the world… are you ready to be ALL IN? 

 
I.  Before We Go All In 

a. Defining This “All In” Series 
i. Before I ask you to go “all in” about something, let 

me help you understand what this looks like. 
ii.  Over the next 5 weeks, we are going to examine: 

1. The who = who is God calling to live out 
LOUD for Him and how we are better 
together 

2. The what = we’ll talk about the difference 
between casual Christianity, consumer 

Christianity, and committed (All In) 
Christianity 

3. The where = we will figure out where God 
actually dwells and how that changes 
everything for living a committed life 

4. The when = we’ll understand how living All 
In begins when we take off them old 
clothes 

5. & the how = we’ll learn how to put on new 
clothes so we can actually make a 
difference in the world 

iii.  So, the simple question we will ask each Wednesday 
night is… are you ready to go ALL IN? Really!? 

b. Defining An “All In” Life 
i. But, more than a message series on Wednesday 

nights, what does it mean to really be All In? 
ii.  I’m talking about being fully committed to God, sold 

out to Christ, for real in your faith. Living the life God 
intended for you to live as His child = All In! 

 
(pic on screen) A couple weeks ago, I met a man with an interesting 

tattoo written across his bicep, though not in your typical tattoo green. “But if 
not,” I read aloud. When I asked what his tattoo meant, the man told me the 
phrase was from the Bible. 

This is the story the tattooed man told me: King Nebuchadnezzar II 
reigned over Babylon from 605 BC- 562 BC. He conquered Judah and the city of 
Jerusalem, taking young Jewish men of noble or royal birth as captives. The 
book of Daniel tells the survival and incredible faith of four Jewish captives: 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar decided to build an enormous 90-foot tall 
golden statue in modern day Iraq. He gathered all the important people in his 
empire and commanded them to fall down and worship the statue whenever 
they heard music. Soon, the beautiful melody of horns, harps, and pipes spread 
throughout the area. In response, people fell on their faces, hands outstretched 
in worship. 

To Nebuchadnezzar’s fury, a report was brought to his attention. Three 
men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, refused to bend their knee and 
worship the gold statue. In a rage, the king commanded that the trio appear 
before him. 

“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not 
worship the golden image I have set up? When you hear the sound of music, 
fall down and worship the image that I have made. But if you do not worship, 
you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And what god will 
deliver you out of my hands?” 

The three men replied without hesitating, “O King, we don’t need to 
answer you. Our God is able to deliver us from the burning fire, and he will 



 

deliver us from your hand. But if not, we will still not bow down 
and worship the statue.” 

Much faith and courage is crammed into those three tiny 
words, “But if not.” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew the 
Sovereign Lord had the ability to rescue them from the king. 

They had no doubt in God’s powerful might. But if God decided not to rescue 
them, they still possessed the courage and the faith to stand in their 
convictions. 

I asked myself, when my prayers are answered with “But if not,” will I 
still continue to trust in God? 

King Nebuchadnezzar grew so angry his face became mottled from 
rage. He ordered the fire to be stoked to seven times its usual heat. The 
extreme temperature of the flames killed the soldiers throwing in the faithful 
trio. The king looked into the fire and, to his utter surprise, saw four men 
walking around the furnace instead of three. The fourth man, he claimed, 
looked like the son of the gods. 

He called out the three men. Not only did God protect them from a 
fiery death, but from the smell of smoke as well. King Nebuchadnezzar praised 
God, blessing the Lord who saved his faithful servants. 

After the tattooed man finished his story, I noticed that “But if not” is 
spelled with eight letters, the same amount of letters in the word “faithful.” The 
trio’s faithfulness caused a prideful king to praise the Almighty name of the Lord 
of Hosts. 

Although a tattoo isn’t on my To-Do list, I had to admit this would be a 
pretty cool one to receive. (https://margaretfeinberg.com/what-does-being-sold-
out-to-god-really-mean/) 
 

iii.  Would this describe you? If not, do you want it to? 
iv. Let ’s check out our theme Scripture for tonight: 

 
1 Corinthians 3:16 = “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (NLT) 
 

 
II. Who Has Gone All In For You? 

a. The Benefits Of An “All In” Life 
i. We can probably all think of people who care enough 

about us to give their lives for our safety… they are 
“all in” kind of friends. 

ii.  But, Jesus is the ultimate example… by going all the 
way to the Cross and giving His life for yours! 

iii.  Plus, one of the coolest things Jesus did for us was 
to leave His Spirit behind to guide us daily. 

iv. If you know Jesus… you have the Holy Spirit! But we 
still have questions about the Holy Spirit. Watch this: 

 
Video = “Holy Spirit” (Princeton Alliance, 2:22) 

 

b. The Responsibilities Of An “All In” Life 
i. We are given new life in the Spirit… to live All In 
ii.  But we were never intended to live this life alone, we 

need other believers. The Spirit ’s presence is not just 
an individual experience, God works in community 
(God works in a variety of ways through a variety of 
people) 

iii.  1 Cor. 3:16 says “all of you together” = Fellowship of 
believers = essential to knowing God  

iv. When you fly solo… your independence and self-
sufficiency… messes that up 

 
III.  Are You Ready To Go All In? 

a. Dependence On Him 
i. Getting the most out of this Holy Spirit-filled life = 

need to be dependent on Him and interdependent on 
others 

ii.  “Body of Christ” = spiritual gifts distributed among 
His people (not just one person alone) 

iii.  We benefit from each other as we listen and learn 
from each other’s journeys. We need each other! 

b. Interdependence On Others 
iv. “The more we share in those experiences with 

others, the broader our own experience with Him 
becomes.” (Chris Tiegreen) 

v. So, what ’s the “who” of being ALL IN? All of us, 
together! 

2. Seek fellowship = in church services, in 
small groups, in accountability, in spiritual 
friendships = to grow in God accurately! 

 
If you are ready to go ALL IN (to make this school year great), stand with me! 
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Review: We were reminded tonight that the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives is not just an individual experience, it also includes our 

fellowship with other believers. We need each other because we are the 
body of Christ together. We must be dependent on God as we are 

interdependent on one another if we’re to be ALL IN. 
 

React: How are you seeking fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ (at school, at church, and throughout our community)? Give 

examples of how others help you grow in your relationship with God? 
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Opening Video = “All In Intro 2018” (0:52) 

 

 
I.  ___________________ We Go All In 

 
 
a. Defining This “All In” _____________________ 

· The who, the what, the where, the when, & the how 

 
b. Defining An “All In” ____________________ 

 
· Being fully committed to God, sold out to Christ, for 

real in your faith. Living the life God intended for you 
to live as His child = All In! 
 

· “But if not” (Daniel 3) 
 

 
1 Corinthians 3:16 = “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (NLT) 
 

 
 

II. ____________ Has Gone All In For _____________? 

 

a. The _______________________ Of An “All In” Life 

Video = “Holy Spirit” (Princeton Alliance, 2:22) 
 

 
b. The _________________________ Of An “All In” Life 

 

· Fellowship = essential to knowing God 
 

· Independence and self-sufficiency messes that up 
 

 
III.  Are You ________________ To Go All In? 

 

a. ________________________ On Him 

 

· The body of Christ = spiritual gifts distributed! 
 

b. ____________________________ On Others 
 

· “The more we share in those experiences with 
others, the broader our own experience with Him 
becomes.” (Chris Tiegreen) 
 

· Seek fellowship! 


